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Message from Japan 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


“They can cut off my head, but il never 
bow.”—A Jap Christi 
HROUGH all these tortured years 
our hearts have flown 
On daily prayer wings o’er the sea 
To brethren of The Blood who stood alone 
Nor would to Shinto bow the knee. 


And now at last the silent veil is rent 
By far\faint words as though a wraith 
Had spoken, yet with sweet assurance 
sent 
The message comes — “We've kept the 
faith.” 


O God, if we have given but scant heed 
To Paul’s rich witness long ago, 
Let these, his words and theirs so brave 
indeed, 
Make new white fires of love to glow. 


bd 


The Secret of Good Judgment 


Life is made up of a continuous 
series of decisions. We choose daily 
and hourly between what we believe 
to be right or wrong. Every Christian 
knows well that he makes many mis- 
takes. But there is a rule that will safe- 
guard our decisions if we follow it care- 
fully. It is revealed in these words of 
the Lord Jesus: “I can of mine own 
self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and 
my judgment is just; because I seek not 





mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath sent me.” The Lord Jesus 
Himself made no mistakes because He 
was the Son of God, and because He 
sought to do, and always did, His 
Father’s will. We shall never be in- 
fallible in this life, as He was; but our 
decisions would be more nearly correct, 
at all times, if our motives were purified 
and simplified. Confusion comes from 
seeking to please ourselves and God at 
the same time. But He has promised 
to give us wisdom (Jas. 1:5); and, as 
we seek only His glory, He will help us 
to make the right decisions. 


Pat 


His Handiwork in the Heavens 


Students are still being taught that 
science and the Bible disagree. There 
is a pseudo-science that will not fit into 
the Bible pattern; but many true sci- 
entists have added their testimony to 
that of a multitude of Christians that the 
Bible is trustworthy. One of the great- 
est men of science of our day is Prof. 


Robert Andrews Millikan, director of 
the Norman Bridge Laboratory of 
Physics and chairman of the Executive 
Council of the California Institute of 
Technology, Pasadena. The record of 
the degrees and honors that colleges and 
universities of this and other countries 
have heaped upon him, with a list of his 
books, requires half a column in “Who’s 
Who in America.” Dr. Millikan wrote 
(Time, Dec. 3): “Is there anyoneswho 
still talks about the materialism of sci- 
ence? Rather does the scientist join 
with the psalmist of thousands of years 
ago in reverently proclaiming, ‘The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork.’” 
The value of such a pronouncement is 
not that it tells anything new to those 
who rejoice in God’s power when they 
look at the starry heavens; but that a 
man who commands the respect of every 
college and university professor in the 
country thus gives honor to the majesty 
and might of God, and the vast, inspired 
foreknowledge of the writers of Scrip- 
ture. 


“Ve Shall Be Witnesses Unto Me” 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HE offense for which Christ was 
crucified was the assertion of His 
deity (Matt. 26:63-65; Mark 14:61- 
63; Luke 22:70, 71, and John 19:7). Four 
times it is recorded that He made Him- 
self the Son of God, and for this “by 
our law he ought to die.” By “the Son 
of God” was meant God Himself. Jesus 
so meant it. “All men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father” 
(John 5:23); “I and my Father are one” 
(John 10:30). 
The last recorded words from Christ’s 
lips were: “Ye shall be witnesses unto 
me.” “And when he had spoken these 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord your God which goeth 
before you, he shall fight for you, 
according to all that he did for you 
in Egypt before your eyes” (Deut. 
1:30). 




















things, while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of . 
their sight.” 

The cloud was the visible symbol of 
God’s presence in and above the Taber- 
nacle. From a cloud God spake at 
Christ’s baptism in Jordon. In a cloud 
He appeared on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. In a cloud He received back 
His only begotten Son. Jesus Christ 
was thus reintegrated, so to speak, again 
into the Godhead. He resumed His deity. 

“Ye shall be witnesses unto me,”— 
ye apostles looking steadfastly up into 
Heaven. This was a quotation from Isa- 
iah 43:12 affirming Jehovah’s deity which 
Christ here (in Acts 1:8) applied to 
Himself and illustrated in His ascen- 
sion to the Father: “Ye are my wit- 
nesses, saith the Lord, that I am God.” 
Save in parallel passages in the same 
and the following chapter, the phrase 
is nowhere else found in the Old Testa- 
ment, (In Isaiah 44:8 the words, “Yé 
are even my witnesses . . Is there a 
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God beside me?” are preceded in verse 
6 by, “I am the first, and I am the last; 
and beside me there is no God” — words 
quoted by Christ of Himself in Revela- 
tion 1:8). 

That the last words spoken on Olivet, 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto me,” were 
a veiled affirmation of deity is confirmed 
in Peter’s sermon in the following chap- 
ter. After declaring that “we are all 
witnesses,” he describes Christ as being 
by the right hand of God exalted, and 
applies to Him the Messianic prophecy, 
“But he saith himself, The Lord said 
unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand.” And again, in Acts 4:20 and 26, 
Peter and John declare that they, as 
witnesses, cannot but speak the things 
which they had seen and heard, quot- 
ing another Messianic Psalm, the Second, 
where the divine Lord and the divine 
Anointed One are spoken of. 

The essence of the witness, then, was 
the’ fact of Christ’s deity. 


“ * * 7 


“And ye shall be witnesses,” said the 
risen Lord on the mountain. The fisher- 
men of the twenty-first of John (v. 2) 
each subsequently gave his witness — 
James, son of Zebedee, a martyr witness; 
the others written witnesses— Peter in 
the Gospel of Mark, John in his Gospel, 
and Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, and 
Thomas in contributed and interwoven 
witness found throughout John’s Gospel 
(chaps. 1, 6, 11, 12, 14, 20, 21). 

Andrew’s and Philip’s witness in 
John’s Gospel begins in the first chap- 
ter (“We have found the Messias. .-.. 
We have found him of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets, did write.”), 
reappears in the sixth, where the divine 
miracle of the feeding of the multitude 
is recounted, and again in the twelfth. 
Under the disguise of “two other of his 
disciples” (John %1:2), it gives a final 
and confident endorsement, as of per- 
sonal witnesses, to all that John had 
stated of Christ’s divinity, “And we 
{Philip and Andrew] know that his tes- 
timony is true” (John 21:24). 

Nathanael of Cana was the Apostle 
Bartholomew. Save in.the apostolic lists, 
he is never mentioned in the New Tes- 
tament except in the opening and clos- 
ing chapters of John. He witnessed to 
Christ’s first miracle — that of the crea- 
tion of wine at Cana—and to the last 
one, the miraculous meal by the Sea of 
Galilee. His was a testimony to the 
deity of Christ, “Thou art the Son of 
God” (John 1:49); and he is presented 
as one who was with Christ at the be- 
ginning and the end of Christ’s earthly 
ministry. 

Thomas, like Nathanael, is not spoken 
of in the first three Gospels, apart from 
the listed names of the Twelve. But in 
John’s Gospel he appears three times. 
These three times are in sequence. All 

«the apostles, apparently, witnessed the 
resurrection of Lazarus; but Thomas 
alone is mentioned by name in this con- 
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nection, as if the narration of this in- 
cident was part of his apostolic wit- 
ness. Here in John 11 he is heard say- 
ing to his fellow disciples, “Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.” His 
expectancy was of death, both for Jesus 
and for the whole apostolic band. The 
end had come for the whole Christian 
project and for those who represented it. 
It was the very bass note of pessimism. 
A similar note is heard in John 14:5, 
“We know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way?” To which 
Jesus makes reply, asserting His deity, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
... If ye had known me, ye should have 
known my Father also: and from hence- 
forth ye know him, and have seen him” 
(i.e., in Me). Finally we have the epi- 
sode of John 20:24-29, culminating in 
the confession, “My Lord and my God.” 
This confession of Christ’s deity at the 
close of John’s Gospel (apart from the 
supplementary twenty-first chapter) cor- 
responds with the one at its opening, 
“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.” It was Thomas’ testimony 
to the Lord’s divine nature and super- 


(Continued on page 81) 








Notes on Open Letters 





The Apostle Paul’s Ordination 


In reading over Tue Sunpay ScnHoor 
Truss for lesson of December 30, I notice 
you made reference to a stanza from Ter 
Steegen’s: : 


Christ, the Son of God, hath sent me 
Through the midnight lands; 

Mine the mighty ordination 
Of the piercéd Hands. 


Would you kindly print the rest of these 
verses that this forms a part of? Surely 
there must be more along the same lines. 
Would appreciate seeing this in print for 
reference files. Have made a habit of 
clipping from Tue Sunpay Scoot Tres 
for years, for use as the Lord leads in 
our Gospel meeting and in Sunday school 
work. Have been a subscriber to Tue 
Sunpay Scuoo.t Trmes for many years, and 
my mother-in-law (now with the Lord), 
likeviise. Have found THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Tres most helpful in preparing my Sun- 
day school lessons, in fact, have often 
said I couldn’t get along without it in 

*Sunday schoc! work. A very dear friend 
of mine, now pastor of a Baptist church, 
has also had that experience. He and 
I both were Sunday school teachers in 
our early youth—A New York reader. 


Dr. Philip E. Howard quoted the stanza 
in “From the Platform,” in the Tres 
for December 15. It is found in the first of 
two volumes of “Hymns of Ter Steegen, 


Suso and Others,” translated by Frances. 


Bevan.1 Evidently this poem was not 
by the German hymn writer, Gerhardt 
Ter Steegen, for after it are the initials 
“C.P.C.” These two small volumes of 





1Vol. 1, out of print; Vol. 2, $1.50; Loi- 
zeaux Brothers, 19 W. 2ist St., New York 10, 
| * 
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unusual poems are filled with the fra- 
grance of love to Christ, consecration 
of all our talents to Him, inward peace 
and joy, and glad acceptance of His will. 
Frances Bevan is the author of another 
remarkable volume (out of print), 
“Three Friends of God,” giving the life 
sketches of John Tauler, Henry Suso, 
and Nicholas of Basle; and’ her name 
appears as the writer of part of a chorus 
which begins, “I have seen the face of 
Jesus,” and for which the music was 
written by Wendell Loveless. The entire 
hymn also appears in the first volume 
of “Hymns of Ter Steegen.” 

The complete poem, from which the 
stanza was taken by Dr. Howard, is 
given herewith: 


Tre Gospet ACCORDING TO PAUL 
Acts 26:16 
From the glory and the gladness, 
From His secret place; 
From the rapture of His Presence 
From the radiance of His Face — 


Christ, the Son of God, hath sent me 
Through the midnight lands; 

Mine the mighty ordination 
Of the piercéd Hands. 


Mine the message grand and glorious 
Strange unsealed surprise — 

That the goal is God’s Beloved, 
Christ in Paradise. 


Hear me, weary men and women, 
Sinners dead in sin; 

I am come from Heaven to tell you 
Of the love within; 


Not alone of God’s great pathway 
Leading up to heaven; 

Not alone how you may enter 
Stainless and forgiven — 


Not alone of rest and gladness 
Tears and sighing fled — 

Not alone of life eternal 
Breathed into the dead — 


But I tell you I have seen Him, 
God’s belovéd Son, 

From His lips have learnt the mystery 
He and His are one. 


There, as knit into the body 
Every joint and limb, 

We, His ransomed, His belovéd 
We are one with Him. 


All in marvelous completeness 
Added to the Lord, 

There to be His crown of glory, 
His supreme reward. 


Wondrous prize of our high calling! 
Speed we on to this, 

Past the cities of the angels 
Farther into bliss; 


On into the depths eternal 
Of the love and song, 

Where in God the Father’s glory 
Christ has waited long; 


There to find that none beside Him 
God’s delight can be— 

Not BESIDE HIM, NAY, BUT IN Him, 
O BELOVED ARE WE. 
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“Shinto's Certain Doom” 


The last act in a great drama 


N JANUARY, 1941, “Shinto’s Certain 
I Doom” was the title of,an article in 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times which 
concluded a series upon the situation 
then existing in the Japanese Empire 
as between Christianity and Japanese 
State Shintoism. In the face of Shinto 
boastings and Christian betrayals, then 
so sadly prevalent in the Japanese Em- 
pire, the one fact that Shinto, because 
of its reckless challenge of God, was 
doomed to destruction seemed to be the 
only certainty in the situation. When 
or how that destruction would come none 
could say. We knew, however, that 
God has said, “My glory will I not give 
to another,” and Shinto positively 
claimed for itself glory that belongs only 
to God. 


New Year’s Day, 1946, in Japan wit- 
nessed the fulfillment of that prediction 
made in January, 1941, and the comple- 
tion of a process which began on August 
14, 1945, or, perhaps it might be said, 
began on December 7, 1941. For on 
New Year’s Day this year in Tokyo, the 
Japanese Emperor—he who had been 
proclaimed a god, and whose ancestors 
for many generations had been declared 


to be gods—calmly stated, as the last . 


act in a great drama, that he was not a 
god, as his people from their birth had 
been taught to believe, but that he was, 
in all essential things, only a human 
being ! 


A Praiseworthy Divorce 

This we are persuaded was one of the 
great events of history; and it was the 
last act in a series of liberating moves 
ushered in on August 14, 1945, by Japan’s 
offer to surrender. That offer really 
marked the end of Japanese State Shinto 
in all those lands that had been subject 
to Japan and coerced by her into accept- 
ing her fatuous claims. Just before 
Christmas, 1945, General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur then issued a directive to the 
Japanese Government divorcing State 
Shinto from the government. State 
Shinto was to have no more financial 
support from the government; no gov- 
ernment official, not even the Emperor, 
was to participate in, much less lead, 
its ceremonies. This spelled the com- 
plete abolition, the destruction, of State 
Shinto. The Japanese Government ac- 
cepted that directive, as it was compelled 
to do by the terms of its surrender, and 
the new law, this praiseworthy divorce, 
went into effect on Christmas Day. Then 
to crown all, and to make doubly sure 
of Shinto’s doom, on January 1, 1946, the 
Emperor himself, in a momentous re- 


By J. GORDON HOLDCROFT, D.D. 


Five years ago Dr. Holdcroft wrote 
five significant articles with these 
titles: “The Truth About Japan’s 
Challenge to God,” “The Real Nature 
of Japanese State Shinto,” “Halting 
Between Two Opinions on Shrine 
Worship,” “A Faithful Remnant Who 
Will Not Bow at the Shrines,” and 
“Shinto’s Certain Doum.” That last 
article was prophecy, and as we have 
lived to see it fulfilled, Dr. Hold- 
croft has used the same title again 
on this article, which makes a fitting 
climax for his series. The events of 
1945 have been breath-taking, and 
though the world was not aware of 
it until New Year’s Day of this year, 
the Japanese Emperor, under Gen- 
eral MacArthur’s direction, had been 
preparing to make a momentous 
proclamation. Dr. Holdcroft is un- 
usually well qualified to discuss the 
significance of this rescript, as he 
was a missionary for more than 
thirty years in Korea, and has made 
a careful study of Shintoism. As 
he showed conclusively in his arti- 
cles, obeisance at the shrines is a 
religious, and not merely a patriotic 
act. Dr. Holdcroft is today the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions. 








script, declared that he was no divinity, 
but_a man and only a man! 

It is a dull eye that cannot see the 
Finger of God in all this. It is incon- 
ceivable that State Shinto should ever 
revive in Japan after these mighty blows. 
To be sure, it is reported that 183 mem- 
bers of the Japanese Diet have bound 
themselves by oath “to maintain the 
emperor system,” by which they mean 
that they intend to maintain all those 
ideas of divinity that surrounded the 
emperor’s person. It is also true that 
even “Christian” Japanese Government 
officials declared repeatedly that “if any. 
thing ever happened to disturb the idea 
of the emperor’s divine descent the very 
foundations of the Japanese throne 
would crumble.” Thus there will, in all 
probability, be. attempts made to per- 
petuate this centuries-old fable; but it 
is unthinkable that they should now 
succeed. Indeed the Emperor’s own 
courageous exhortation to his people to 
cease putting their faith in ancient myth 
and superstition will throw all these 
would-be idolators into utmost confu- 
sion, for it is difficult to make a god of 
a man who knows and proclaims that 
he is but flesh and blend. 
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Every true Christian can thank and 
praise God for these great deliverances 
which He, right before the eyes of the 
doubting modern, not to say modernistic, 
worlkd, has wrought for all the peoples 
of the empire before which so recently 
so many of the peoples of the world 
trembled. P 

All these deliverances are of God; and 
this last deliverance is General Mac- 
Arthur’s, is America’s, but most of all 
is God’s own Christmas present to the 
Japanese people. It is a deliverance so 
great as eventually to lead the Japanese 
people to forget the atomic bomb and 
even to thank God that they were de- 
feated in this war. 

To true Christian people in Japan, and 
especially to true Christians in “Chris- 
tian lands,” these deliverances mean con- 
sequent responsibility, as every deliver- 
ance God grants, as every door He opens, 
means ensuing responsibility and priv- 
ilege for His people. This is -hecause 
God has appointed them as co-workers 
with Himself and through Christ has 
told them to go into all the world and 
préach the Gospel to every creature. 
The Responsibility Upon Believers 

First there is a great’ résponsibility 
resting on God’s people for His Majesty, 
the Emperor of Japan. God has granted 
enlightenment to him and great cour- 
age. He has proved that he is not the 
weakling he has often been accused of 
being. He, first of all, has escaped a 
great bondage, a great slavery. Think 
what.a pitiable condition any man would 
be in to be helpless while his subjects 
proclaimed him to be a god and heaped 
divine honors upon him! The very ac- 
ceptance of those honors constituted 
sacrilege. The Japanese Emperor has 
now escaped that enslavement. 

There is, therefore, a responsibility 
upon God’s true children to pray for this 
man, to hold him up in prayer con- 
tinually until God’s Spirit finishes His 
gracious work in him and leads him to 
the Saviour whom now he ought to be 
ready to receive. It is even reported 
that the Emperor is considering the 
claims of Christ. God forbid that he 
should be taught, led, by a modernist. 
“liberal” Christian ! Nor are any of those 
who accepted the claim that Japan was 
ruled by a divine being in the person 
of the Emperor—and that “ndeed the 
whole Japanese State was divine — fit- 
ted to instruct this man. He needs the 
Redeemer. God grant that one who 
knows the Redeemer may instruct him 
until, like Nebuchadnezzar of old, he 
issues another proclamation, a rescript 
directing all his people to worship “the 
living God,” who is “stedfast for ever,” 
who “delivereth and rescueth, and... 
worketh signs and wonders in heaven 
and in earth” (Dan. 6:26, 27). Every 
truly redeemed soul can at least pray 
God to this end. 

Then there is a great responsibility 
resting unon God’s true neonle for the 





—— 
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people of Japan. The world is beginning 
to realize that they, even including the 
Emperor, were as much victimized as 
were their neighbors whom they de- 
ceived, conquered, and exploited. But 
what a Christmas present is this which 
God has given them! And how swift 
should be the feet of those upon the 
mountains who bear tidings of peace, 
God's peace, through Christ, to the peo- 
ple of Japan! 

Surely this is one of the greatest mis- 
sionary calls of the age. The Japanese 
are a people whose agelong supersti- 
tions are literally being torn out by the 
roots; a people who, since they cannot 
now look to their Emperor as divine, 
must look to something! To what, to 
whom will they look? And who will 
direct them? 


Again it must be said that none of 
those who themselves, as “missionaries,” 
bowed-at the shrines is fitted to lead 
these people to the Lamb of God; cer- 
tainly not unless and until they them- 
selves repent of the worship, or the acts 
that were looked upon by others as con- 
stituting worship, before the shrines! 
Yet there is little or no sign of repent- 
ance among those missionaries, missions, 
ahd boards who participated in, con- 
doned, and encouraged that whole idol- 
atry. 

Thus, again a call comes to true be- 
lievers the world over. As God gave a 
second opportunity to Jonah, so He has 
given them a second opportunity to 

arise and go to that great city,” and 
country, “and preach the preaching that 
I bid thee.” Who will answer, “Here am 
I, O Lord, send me”? 


In the third place these significant 
events, these near-miracles happening 
in Japan, and in the empire that was 
so recently Japan’s, place on God’s true 
people a responsibility for all those lands 
and peoples who were until so recently 
subject to the tyranny of Japan. In 
these lands we saw the same thing hap- 
pening as in Japan proper. Mission- 
aries, missions, and boards who had en- 
tered those lands to present God’s Word 
and truth, God’s redemption, to those 
peoples, themselves apologized for a 
great heathen system that boldly pro- 
glaimed that it itself constituted some- 
thing “higher than, superior to,” any re- 
ligion; we saw boards writing out to 
their missionaries that they must work 
“within the thought pattern” of any 
country to which they went; we saw 
missions acquiescing in the whole thing, 
saddling native churches with responsi- 
bilities they themselves would not meet. 
Can such leaders as these bring churches 

ad people back to the Christ of God 

ithout first themselves going to the 
Christ of God and confessing their wrong 
and their sin? Yet some already back in 
these lands, even in high position as 
counselors to the American occupation 
authorities, have proclaimed their hos- 
tility to any suggestion that repent- 
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ance is needed on the part of native 
churches or mission organizations that 
submitted to this idolatry! 

Thank God that in some of these lands 
there were faithful heroic souls who 
loved not their lives unto the death, 
who laid down their lives as martyrs 
for the sake of Jesus. Pastor Chu Kee 
Chul of Pyengyang, Korea, for instance, 
who was found dead in his prison cell 
when liberation for others came. Pastor 
Chu had said, “I worship only God, 
through Christ.” When he was arrested, 
his jailers came to his wife and ordered 
her to go to the prison and plead with 
her husband to promise to go to the 
shrines. Said she, “I will go and urge 
him to maintain his faith in God even 
though he is killed for it,” and they 
threw her into jail also. 

Truly the voice of the blood of such 
martyrs of Jesus as these calls out from 
the ground to those who also had pro- 
fessed the name of Jesus — missionary 
and native alike—for repentance, for 
a turning again to the only Saviour. And 
without that repentance, can there be 
anything but rejection from God of all 
those who with accumulation of men and 
money and supplies unprecedented 
would. attempt to re-establish their 
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work? Surely it is not by might, nor 
by power, but by God’s Spirit, that true 
establishment of a true Church of God 
can come. 

Thus it is a movement back to God, 
back to repentance, back to the Bible, 
back to earnest consecration of self and 
goods and life to God that is needed in 
the re-establishment of mission work, 
of Christian work in all those lands — 
Korea, Manchuria, Formosa, and in all 
probability in many another land so 
recently subject to Japan. Who is suffi- 
cient for these things? Who will an- 
swer, “Here am I; send me, O Lord’? 

We have seen the doom of Shinto de- 
scend. It is only a trust and a spirit 
such as that for which we plead that can 
avert also the doom of any church or 
any Christian work which in the day of 
its trial descended to Shinto practices. 
But God grant that that doom may be 
averted and that God’s true people may 
arise in His strength to meet this great 
responsibility, opportunity, and privilege 
which God has placed in their hands to- 
day. Truly it constitutes one of the 
greatest missionary calls of our age, or 
of any age. Again we ask, who will re- 
spond, “Here am I; O Lord, send me”? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


IV. Anglo-American Christian Fellowship 
Observations of fervor and indifference in Britain 
By CHAPLAIN (CAPTAIN) DONALD J. MacKAY 


This is the last in the series of four articles by Captain MacKay. As 

it goes to press, word comes that he has been released from the Army 

and has accepted the pastorate of the Central Baptist Church of 
Gary, Ind. 


T WAS a black night when we de- 

barked at Liverpool. The harbor had 
been fogbound for three days or more, 
and there seemed to still be much 
“smog” hovering over the busy city. As 
we marched from the great Cunard 
Line pier up to Lime Street Station, 
we had our first taste of English black- 
out. We had known something of 
American blackout, and of course all 
the way across, in our eleven days of 
convoy, the strictest precautions were 
taken. But here you could almost feel 
the darkness, as you marched over the 
cobblestone streets in the pier sections 
and then over paving and car tracks up 
through the city. Through the dark 
and the “smog” you could see evidences 
of the terrible blitzes of 1941 by the 
German Luftwaffe. Sounds seemed to 
be accentuated in that darkness—the 
scuffle of feet, the noise of wooden clogs 
tramping hurriedly along, and the clang 
and clatter of a double-decker tram, as 
if suddenly loomed up in the dark. But 
the impression I shall long remember 
were the shouts and greetings along the 
line of march—“Hello, Yank”; “Wel- 
come, Soldier’; “Keep your chin up, 
Boy”; “We've taken it, so can you”; or 


the question we heard so often after 
that, “Any gum, Chum?” 

The impression was that of a real 
spirit of cheer, despite the stress and 
strain of war. I think that that really 
characterized the spiritual attitude of 
the Christians of Britain. Spiritual life 
and work evidences many a scar of war, 
for Christians have not been exempt 
from the sufferings the British people 
have borne during the years of war. 
They have seen their churches and meet- 
ing places destroyed, young men and 
women who grew up in their Sunday 
schools stripped from them to serve in 
the armed forces. Others were having 
to spend long hours in the defense plants, 
and after work hours served in the Air 
Raid Precautions, or some other of the 
auxiliary services. This, with restric- 
tions on large public gatherings, had its 
definite effect on attendance at all 
church services and Sunday schools. 
War conditions made it hard, if not im- 
possible, for many of the aged to find 
their usual places in public worship 
sérvices. 

These were indeed days of spiritual 
darkness and blackout. And yet there 
was evidenced, over and over again 
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truly among believers, the spirit of cheer 
and optimism, the confidence of faith. 
These were days of real testing and 
tribulation, but they proved opportu- 
nities to test and reveal the reality of 
an “unfeigned faith.” Once tested and 
proved, believers would then know why 
Peter called it “precious faith.” And 
so among Christians the American serv- 
iceman could hear the note of cheer, 
and the heartiness, even in a spiritual 
sense, of the warm welcome to Chris- 
tian churches and homes in the genuine, 
“Hello, Yank”; “Welcome, Soldier”; 
“Keep your chin up, Boy”; “We’ve taken 
it, so can you.” 

‘Yes, a genuine, warm welcome. to 
Amierican Christians was always ex- 
tended by our brothers and sisters in 
Christ in Britain, whether in England, 
Treland, Scotland, or Wales. It was a 
real eye opener to some who had never 
traveled much to see evidences of “our 
common salvation” among “those of like 
precious faith.” 

Many of the churches in England were 
as cold as cathedrals, and one could go 
to the services and from them without 
any of the warmth of real Christian fel- 
lowship. But not so among evangelical 
Christians. Here there was a warmth of 
welcome and a bond of fellowship easily 
sensed. Some of the other 
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about not merely by visits to churches or 
Gospel halls, but by the genuine Christian 
hospitality that opened the doors of the 
home te the GI’s: Many a Yank found this 
open door an evidence cf the open 
heart and an expression of “love un- 
feigned” out “of a pure heart fer- 
vently.” It was in this more inti- 
mate way that bonds of real Anglo- 
American fellowship were formed. This 
fellowship is going to express itself in 
the days to come, should Christ tarry. 
British families have started correspond- 
ence and even exchange of gifts with 
the families of servicemen back in the 
States. Future days may provide oppor- 
tunities of exchange of visits, and even 
exchange of pulpits among the preachers. 


However, the parable of “The Wheat 
and the Tares” applies to Britain as 
well as to America. The two are “grow- 
ing together.” I don’t think the lines 
are quite as sharply drawn in Britain 
as in our country. For instance, I met 
‘an R.A.F. padre who has been recom- 
mended for a ministry in one of our 
great Canadian summer conferences. He 
gave a series of lectures in a specially 
arranged Bible class at our air base. 
His ideas of the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures and the authorship of some of the 
Books would immediately have branded 
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him as a Modernist on this side of the 
Atlantic. ‘ Yet, no doubt, sound Chris- 
tians, with fittle @iscernment, have 
brought his natne*H€fore progfam ar- 
rangers over here. 

There is a definite emphasis on the 
“social gospel” over there. And, alas, 
many social changes are needed. The 
standard of living is much lower than in 
America. This is reflected in the living 
conditions of many fine Christians, and 
their inability to give large sums for 
the cause of Christ and missionary ac- 
tivity. Ordinary average Sunday offer- 
ings in a GI chapel, with a small group 
of men meeting there, would open the 
eyes of many a British pastor and his 
congregation. This is not a criticism, 
but a frank observation. Living condi- 
tions do need to be changed. The church 
has been talking about it, and, in some 
instances, doing something about it, but 
on the whole its effort has been weak 
and its voice lacking the note of author- 
ity. That the British are interested in 
Communism is no doubt reflected in the 
socialistic trend in their politics. 

Because of the present setup, nomi- 
nally all Britains come under the Church 
of England, or:the Free. Church. But 
the great mass of people there, as here, 
do not step inside of a church, and are 

not too much influenced or af- 





churches with their canteens, 
game rooms, dances, and social 
programs sought to express a 
welcome and provide physical 
comforts and recreation. But, 
among evangelicals, there was 
a deeper abiding joy and basis 
of fellowship just to be in each 
other’s presence because of a 
common love for the Lord Jesus, 
That fellowship was not merely 
a matter of enjoyment, but was 
expressed in worship, in serv- 
ice, and in stewardship. Often, 
the denominational barriers 
were broken down, and some 
Baptist boys had their first ex- 
periences in Methodist churches, 
and some Lutherans were sur- 
prised to find the doctrinal be- 
liefs they held dear shared in 
general by Baptists and Pres- 
byterians. One was perhaps 
surprised to find an evangeli- 
cal message and fervor in the 
Church of England, but it could 
be found. On the other hand, 
some were impressed with the 
effect and influence that the 
Church of England has had on 
some of the ministers and prac- 
tices of the Free Churches. 
Yet, in State Church and Free 
Church ministers and members 
there was evidence of the com- 
mon faith. 


Sume strong bonds of fel- 
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tween American and British 
Christians. This was brought 





fected by it. The working 
classes are interested in better 
living and working conditions. 
If propaganda convinces them 
that Russia has been bettered 
by Communism there naturally 
will be interest in what Com- 
munism can do for Britain. 
Though their swing might not 
be as far to the left because of 
their British ideals and heri- 
tage, they are interested in lis- 
tening to any voice that speaks 
for their welfare and that of 
their families. 
“Fundamentalists” is not a 
common title in Britain, and 
some who are sound in the 
faith do not like its connota- 
tion, from what they have heard 
or read of fightings and division 
among Christians in America. 
But there is a definite conserva- 
tive trend in British theology 
and action, as well as a mod- 
ernistic trend. There is even 
an evidence of some division 
due to doctrinal differences, 
though perhaps not as wide- 
spread and organized as in 
America. There are independ- 
ent Baptist churches in Britain 
that have broken away from 
the Baptist Union (or Conven- 
tion), and I have found some 
of their pastors to be very able 








Chaplain MacKay with evangelist Jock Troup of Glasgow, 
Seotland (left), and the Rev. H. Legge of Cardiff, W. 
(right), “on the bonnie, bonnie banks of Loch Lomond.” 


fellows possessing a real pas- 
sion for souls. There are also 
ales many small (and some have 
(Continwed on page 80) 
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God's Word Meeting Man’s Need 


As suggested by the symbols of the Word four in Scripture 


(Concluded from last week’s issue) 


NOTHER need of man (5) is to be 

subject to reproof, when he is 
wrong. And the fact is, before he re- 
ceives the illumination of the Spirit aad 
the revelation of God’s Word, he usually 
is wrong. Being a sinner by nature, 
he naturally keeps on sinning, his judg- 
ment is impaired, and he needs to be 
put straight. God’s Word is like a 
sword: it hews to a line and divides be- 
tween truth and error. As Satan is 
mah’s arch enemy, and deception is his 
first and constant line of attack, man 
needs the discernment that only a 
knowledge of God’s truth will create. 
The Apostle Paul refers to the Word in 
Hebrews (4:12) as a sharp two-edged 
sword that is a discerner and “critic” 
of man’s thoughts. In Revelation 1:16, 
the glorified “Son of man” is seen with 
“a shafp twoedged sword” coming out 
ef his mouth. The truth of God cuts 
like a sword. Both before and after one 
is saved, this work of the Word is 
needed. For the Christian, Paul says, 
must be armed with “the sword of the 
Spirit which is the word of God” (Eph. 
6:17). If we are to engage in any war- 
fare against Satan and his hosts, we 
must be handy with “the sword” and 
know how to use the Holy: Scriptures. 
So much of the natural man’s thinking 
is wrong that we must constantly be on 
our guard against false notions, and be 
able quickly to hew to the line of God's 
truth. 


To illustrate—man continually dis- 
obeys the word of command from Ro- 
mans 12:3, “not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think.” It is 
pride and egotism that keeps many peo- 
ple from experiencing “the joy of sal- 
vation.” They will not admit their sinful 
condition and need of a Saviour, so they 
never come to “repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Acts 20:21). Scripture passages that 
reveal sin and need of a Saviour are 
just ignored. Again, many hold to the 
false idea that we are all sons of God, 
naturally in spiritual harmony with God, 
that all have a spark of the divine, and 
therefore need no reconciliation with 
God. It follows logically, of course, that 
there is no need of atonement for sin 
by Christ, and no importance is to be 
attached to His deity or His resurrection 
from the dead. (This is “modernism.”) 
Thus we see one basic error leads to 
a series of errors, all contrary to Scrip- 
ture. The “sword of the Spirit” is 
needed to overcome these errors of man. 
The Spirit of God may use some brief 
word such as, “Except ye repent, ye shall 
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all likewise perish,” twice repeated by 
Christ (Luke 13:3, 5). 

The young man Timothy was exhorted 
by Paul (2 Tim. 4:5), to “do the work 
of an evangelist,” even as he (Paul) had 
been commissioned on the Damascus 
road to go to the Gentiles “to open their 
eyes, and turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God” (Acts 26:18). This is what certain 
verses of Scripture will do when care- 
fully assembled. When the way of sal- 
vation is thus stated, it is something the 
Spirit can use to bring conviction. and 
conversion to the human soul. 

We have already acknowledged the 
value of the distribution of Bibles, Tes- 
taments, and Gospels, which many agen- 
cies are carrying on. There is another 
service specialized in by the American 
Scripture Gift Mission. This organiza- 
tion has a liberal policy that allows the 
publication of less than a full Book of 
the Bible and the addition of a few 
extra words or a pointed question, which, 
when foliowed by the carefully chosen 
appropriate Scripture, is given the 
“sword” action of reproof as to what is 
to be believed and what is not to be 
believed. 

A recent (1943) publication,. entitled, 
“God’s Message to You. Everyday Ques- 
tions Answered by the Bible,” has had 
very wide use among the armed forces 
in America and overseas. This twenty- 
four-page booklet is also now published 
in German for prisoners of war, as well 
as in Spanish for Latin America. Over 
half a milli-a copies have been used, 
and chaplains have repeatedly asked 
for more copies, doubtless because the 
questions are cerefully phrased and read 
smoothly, step by step, to show even a 
child just how to believe in Christ for 
salvation. The benefits of such a de- 
cision are outlined and also just what 
will help one to live the Christian life. 
The last page on the inside of the back 
cover is a very good “Decision Form.” 
This is a good weapon fox modern war- 
fare. (Samples may be obtained by 
writing to the Scripture Gift Mission, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa.) 

6. There is one more activity of the 
life-giving Word of God to which brief 
reference was made last week. God's 
Word is like a mirror; it shows up 
man just as he is, with all his imper- 
fections and frailties of the flesh. We 
have left this until last because it is one 
of the most important functions of the 
Word, especially for the Christian; and 
yet it may also be primary in its action 
upon the sinner. Some’ sinners realize 
their need and respond when the seed 
is sown in their hearts. Others need to 
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look into this mirror to see that their 
“faces” are soiled from sin. 

The Apostle James reminds us (Jas. 
1:22-25), that we deceive ourselves if 
we are just hearers of the Word and not 
doers. We are “like unto a man behold- 
ing his natural face in a glass” (“mirror,” 
R.V.). We look and then go our way 
and forget how we looked, and there is 
no correction of our ways. “But,” he 
adds, “whoso looketh into the perfect 
law of liberty, and continueth~ therein, 
. . . this man shall be blessed in his 
deed.” How much we need this check 
up each day to see just how we are 
measuring up to God’s requirements. 
Christ wants us to be not walking “argu- 
ments” for His truth and holiness, but 
walking “demonstrations,” that we “may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour” 
(Titus 2:10). The Apostle Paul uses 
this same symbol of the glass, or mirror 
(2 Cor. 3:18), into which we look to see 
the image of the Lord Jesus in the pages 
of Scripture. “We all, ... beholding as 
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory 
to glory.” We grow in grace as we study 
the Word, and we grow “more like the 
Master,” as we study His face on the 
sacred page. » 

Perhaps one reason why so many pro- 
fessing Christians do not read .their 
Bibles each day is that they do not want 
to be corrected in their daily living. 
They are afraid perhaps that their faces 
are not as clean as they should be; 
there has been no recent “washing of 
water by the word.” A booklet, “Daily 
Comfort,” with a month’s daily readings, 
is a helpful little starter for the habit 
of daily Bible reading, especially for one 
who is sick or facing some trial. Two 
other similar booklets of thirty-two 
pages are entitled, “Glad Tidings,” and 
“Words of Comfort and Consolation.” 

In Paul’s final message from Rome to 
his son in the faith, Timothy, he summed 
up a great truth by saying (2 Tim. 3:16), 
“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine 
{teaching the true way of salvation], for 
reproof [warning against errors], for 
correction [to rebuke our willfullness], 
and instruction in righteousness [to illu- 
mine the way of obedience].” How can 
the true believer ever get along without 
it? He will not try to if he remembers 
the word of the Lord, “If ye continue 
{or abide] in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed; and ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:31, 32). 

Moorestown, N. J. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for February 10 


Archaeological Light 
on the 
Lesson for February 10, 1946 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 
Associate Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


Disciplined for Unbelief (Num. 14) 


HEN the Israelites heard the report 

of the Spies who had gone into 
Canaan to survey the situation, they de- 
cided against going into the Promised 
Land, even ~sking if it would not be 
preferable to r=:-'rn to Egypt (Num. 14: 
3). Because of their unbelief, God said 
that this generation of Israel would not 
see the Promised Land (Num. 14:23), but 
would wander for forty years in the wil- 
derness (Num. 14:33). 


The Cities of Canaan 


NE of the main reasons that the ten 

fearful spies gave for not entering 
into Canaan was that the cities were 
walled and were very great (Num. 13: 
28). Archaeological light on the mas- 
sive walls of the cities of the Canaan- 
ites has come from excavations in Pal- 
estine. The site of Tell en-Nasbe was 
excavated by W. F. Badé in 1926, 1927, 
1929, 1932, and 1935.1 The mound is 
located about seven or eight miles north 
of Jerusalem, and may represent the 
site of Mizpeh of Samuel, since jar han- 
dles were found bearing an inscription 
which was believed to read “Mizpeh.” 
(Some scholars, including R. A. Bow- 
man of the University of Chicago, be- 
lieve that the word does not read “Miz- 
peh,” since one of the letters in the 
word is probably different from the let- 
ter which would be required to spell 
“Mizpeh.”) The significant discovery 
for our subject at hand was the un- 
earthing of the walls of the old city of 
Mizpeh, which averaged seventeen feet 
in thickness and, in places, were as much 
as twenty-six feet thick.2 With Ca- 
naanite cities protected by such walls, 
it is little wonder that the ten fearful 
spies reported that “the cities are walled” 
(Num. 14:28), and therefore, “We be 
not able to go up against the people” 
(v. 31). 


Cities Walled to Heaven 

ATER on, when Moses reviewed the 

history of Israel and dealt with the 
hesitancy of Israel to enter Canaan, he 
mentioned that they gave as a part of 
their reason the excuse that the cities 
were “walled up to heaven” (Deut. 1: 
28). The excavations at Jericho indi- 
cated that the walls of that city were 
about thirty feet high,3 while the citadel, 





1C. C. McCown, “The Ladder of Progress 
in Palestine,” New York, Harper, 1943, p. 210. 

2G. A. Barton, -“Archaeology and _ the 
Bible,” Philadelphia, American Sunday-School 
Union, 1937, 7th edition, pp. 132, 133. 

*John Garstang, “Joshua, Judges,” London, 
Constable, 1931, p. 131. 
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or migdol, ef the city still rises to a 
height of nearly forty feet.4 Likewise 
the wall at Kirjath-sepher, southwest of 
Jerusalem, was found to have been some 
thirty feet high.5 One of the staff on 
the expedition at Kirjath-sepher, Dr. 
Paul G. Culley, pointed out to the writer 
that sometimes the clouds hung very 
low, so that the high walls of these an- 
cient cities would have appeared to 
reach unto Heaven as they projected 
up into the low-hanging clouds. If this 
situation had obtained while the spies 
were in this region, it-would have given 
all the more reason for their hyperboli- 
cal statement that the cities were 
“walled up to heaven.” 

The ten spies thus had reasons for not 
wanting to enter the land, as shown by 
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the archaeological evidence of the walled 
cities. Their failure lay in the fact that 
they saw only with the eye of natural 
vision, and not with the eye’ of faith as 
well. Joshua and Caleb saw the walled 
cities, but they saw the more important 
fact of God’s leading, and they boldly 
told the people, “The Lord is with us” 


(Num. 14:9). Israel 


did not need to fear 


the Canaanite people and the cities 


walled to Heaven. 


Israel chose, how- 


ever, the way of disbelief, and were dis- 
ciplined by having to stay for forty 
years in the wilderness. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
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*Charles Marston, “New Bible Evidence,” 
New York, Revell, 1934-35, p. 146. 
5 Melvin Grove Kyle, “Excavating Kirjath- 


sepher’s Ten Cities,”’ 
mans, 1934, p. 51. 


Christ, the Jehovah of the Psalms 


The Lord's own testimony to His identity as Jehovah 


HEN the promised King came as a 

babe, the first to welcome Him, the 
aged Simeon, did so in a paraphrase of 
the Sixty-seventh Psalm, which in turn 
quoted the old Jewish benediction. 


Luke 2:28-32 Psalm 67:1-4 


He ... blessed| God be merciful 
God, and said, Lord,Junto us, and bless 
now lettest thoujus; and cause his 
thy servant depart/face to shine upon 
in peace.... us. 


For mine eyes} That thy way 
have seen thy sal-| may be known upon 
vation, which thoujearth, thy saving 
hast prepared be-jhealth among all 
fore the face of all} nations. 
people; 

A light to lighten] Let the people 
the Gentiles, andj [Israel] praise thee, 





the glory of thy}O God... O let 
people Israel. ijthe [Gentile] na- 
tions be glad and 
sing for joy. 
~ s . 


This identification of Jesus with the 
Jehovah of the Psalms appears again 
and again. Psalms 104, 105, and 106 are 
Psalms of instruction, recounting the 
story of the Creation and of Israel’s de- 
liverance from Egypt. The title of 
Psalm 107 reads: “The psalmist exhort- 
eth the redeemed in praising God, to 
observe his manifold providences — over 
travelers, over captives, over sick men, 
over seamen, and in divers varieties of 
life.” 

The eighth of Matthew exhibits the 
Lord, after His teaching ministry on 
the Mount, as engaging in similarly vari- 
ous works of mercy and relief. There 
are parallels which suggest that the One 


Grand Rapids, Eerd- 
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(This article concludes the theme begun by Mr. Gordon, under the same 
title, in THe SuNpDAY ScHOOL TIMEs of January 5, 1946.) 


Hundred and Seventh Psalm may have 


been in. the mind of 
thew. 


Psalm 107 


The redeemed of 
the Lord ... whom 
he hath ... gath- 
ered ... out of the 
lands, from the 
east, and from the 
west, from the 
north, and from the 
south (vs. 2, 3). 


He sent his word, 
and healed them, 
and delivered them 
from their destruc- 
tions (v. 20). 


They cry unto the 
Lord in their trou- 
ble.... He maketh 
the storm a calm, 
so that the waves 
thereof are still (vs. 
28, 29). 


the Evangelist Mat- 


Matthew 8 


Many shall come 
from the east and 
west, and shall sit 
down ... in the 
kingdom of heaven 
(v. 11). 


But speak the 
word only, and my 
servant shall be 
healed (v. 8). 


Lord, save us: we 
perish. . . . Then 
he arose, and re- 
buked the winds 
and the sea; and 
there was a great 





calm (vs. 25, 26). 


It is obviously an intimation that Jesus 
is the same Saviour as Jehovah. 


* * 


John also identified Jesus with Jeho- 


vah, as for example 


in the second verse 


of 1 John 3, this being a paraphrase of 


Psalm 17:15. 
John 
We know that, 
when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be 
like him [Jesus]; 
for we shall see him 
as he is. 


David 

As for me, I will 
behold thy [Jeho- 
vah’s] face in right- 
eousness: I shall be 
satisfied, when I 
awake, with thy 
likeness. 





(Continued on page 83) 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 10. A PEOPLE DISCIPLINED (Temperance Lesson) 


International Uniform Lesson.—Numbers; printed text, 14:11-24 
Golden Text.—Whom the Lord loveth he correcteth, even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.—Prov. 3:12 


Kirnc James VERSION 


Num. 14:11 And the Loap said unto Moses, How iong will this 
People provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe 
me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them? 

12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, 
and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they. 

13 And Moses said unto the Lorp, Then the Egyptians shall 
hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from 
among them;) 

14 And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for 
they have heard that thou Lorp art among this people, that thou 
Lorp art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth over 
“them, and that thou goest before them, by day time in a pillar 
of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night. 

15 Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the 
nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying, 

16 Because the Lorp was not able to bring this peaple into 
the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain 
them in the wilderness. 

17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lorn be 
great, according as thou hast spoken, saying, 


18 The Lorp is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation. 

19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people accord- 
ing unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven 
this people, from Egypt even until now. 

20 And the Lorp said, I have pardoned according to thy word: 

21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lorp. 

22 Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my 
miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have 
tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to 
my voice; 

23 Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto 
their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it: 

24 But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with 
him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land 
whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


Te Book of Numbers was the 
guidebook of the Levites, who at- 
tended to temporal things in con- 
nection with Jehovah’s sanctuary and 
were responsible to minister to the 
needs of His people. Throughout this 
Book we see Israel under the guidance 
and discipline of Jehovah, as they pur- 
sued their way as pilgrims to Kadesh- 
barnea, the place of opportunity from 
which they might have gone up tri+ 
umphantly into the Promised Land, had 
faith been in exercise. Turned back 
because of unbelief, they were obliged 
to wander for thirty-eight years in the 
wilderness, until the generation that had 
rebelled against God had died away. 
But though they were suffering because 
of their refusal to trust and obey God, 
He did not cease to watch over them 
and to meet their daily needs. Never- 
theless, He dealt with them in holy dis- 
cipline, for “whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth” (Heb. 12:6). It is 
thus He has visited His people with 
the rod, when wayward and disobedient, 
in all dispensations. And He declared 
this to be true in a special way in con- 
nection with Israel (Amos 3:2). 

The wilderness is the place of testing. 
It was actually no part of God's pur- 
pose for Israel, but it was part of His 
ways with them in order to try them 
and to bring out what was in their 
hearts. He might have taken them by a 
short route to Canaan (Exod. 13:17), 
but ‘He desired to protect them from 
warfare, to which, as yet, they were not 
accustomed, and He had great and im- 
portant lessons to teach them, which 
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could only be learned through wilder- 
ness experiences (Deut. 8:1-5). In the 
present lesson we see them afflicted by 
His disciplinary hand because they 
heeded not the report of Caleb and 
Joshua (Num. 14:6-10) and refused to 
act in obedience to God’s commands. 


The Historical Setting 


After leaving Egypt, the people came 
in a few weeks to Sinai, where they 
remained a full year. There the Tab- 
ernacle was built.. From thence they 
moved on by easy stages till at last they 
came to Kadesh-barnea on the southern 
border of Canaan. From there Moses, at 


‘ their “solicitation (Deut. 1:22), and yet 


by divine acquiescence (Num. 13:1-3), 
sent twelve spies to view the land and 
bring back their report as to what they 
found. Ten of the spies discouraged 
the hearts of the people by insisting 
that they were quite unable to over- 
come the armed inhabitants of Pales- 
tine, who dwelt in walled cities. Caleb 
and Joshua, the other two spies, gave 
a good report. But the people deter- 
mined not to attempt to go in to take 
possession of the promised inheritance. 
Because of this, God’s indignation was 
aroused. 


Verse by Verse 


Num. 14:11—“The. Lord said unto 
Moses, How long will this people pro- 
voke me?” Nothing stirs the heart of 
God to indignation like unbelief on the 
part of those He has redeemed. He had 
given Israel every possible evidence of 
His power and goodness, yet at the mo- 
ment of their great opportunity they 
failed to trust Him and refused to go 
up and possess the inheritance He had 
promised them. 


Verse 12.—“I will smite them .. . dis- 
inherit them, and will make of thee a 


greater nation.” God was prepared to 
destroy the whole sinful nation and re- 
place them by the descendants of Moses. 
Israel had forfeited all title to His pro- 
tection. 


Verse 13.—“Moses said .. . Then the 
Egyptians shall hear it.” The holy 
boldness of Moses and his utter unself- 
ishness were markedly manifested as he 
interceded for the people. Could God 
afford even to seem to fail in His pur- 
pose? If Egypt heard that He had de- 
stroyed Israel in the wilderness, it would 
give them cause to rejoice over their 
downfall and to question Jehovah's abil- 
ity to perform what He had undertaken. 

Verse 14—“They have heard that thou 
Lord art among this people.” The mar- 
velous dealings of God with Israel had 
become known throughout all contigu- 
ous lands. All had heard of His mani- 
fested presence in the pillar of cloud 
and fire. His honor and the salvation of 
His people were linked up together in 
their minds. 


Verses 15, 16—“If thou shalt kill all 
this people ... then the nations ... 
will speak, saying, Because the Lord 
was not able to bring this people into 
the land .. . he hath slain them.” There 
is something truly sublime in the bold 
way in which Moses presented the case 
to the Lord as he pleaded the cause of 
the people who had been so ungrateful 
to him on many occasions. 


Verse 17.—“Let the power of my Lord 
be great, according as thou hast spoken.” 
Moses was, as it were, reminding the 
Lord of His own promise. He besought 
Him to fulfill His own word as he went 
on to quote God’s declaration made to 
him in Mt. Horeb. 


Verse 18.—“The Lord is longsuffering, 
and of great mercy, fotgiving iniquity 
and transgression.” In faith Moses laid 
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hold of these precious words, and he 
counted on God to do as He had said. 
It is true he knew that the Lord had 
also added, “and by no means clearing 
the guilty,” but he evidently distin- 
guished definitely between God’s grace 
and His. government. He who pardons 
iniquity freely upon repentance and faith 
does not overlook failure in His people, 
but deals with it by the rod of discipline. 


Verse 19.—“Pardon, I beseech thee... 
according unto the greatness of thy 
mercy.” He did not plead for pardon 
on the ground of their merit, for they 


-_had none, but he besought the Lord to 


act in accordance with the love of His 
own heart. 


Verse 20.—“The Lord said, I have par- 
doned according to thy word.” The test 
of Moses’ own faith was ended trium- 
phantly. God answered his plea and 
assured him that He had forgiven His 
erring people. 

Verse 21—“But as truly as I live, all 
the earth shall be filled with the glory 
of the Lord.” For, though He had par- 
doned, He would so deal with Israel 
that the righteousness of His throne 
would be untarnished and all the world 
should learn that, although He could and 
did forgive the sins of His people, He 
did not make light of their iniquities, 
but would deal with the nation in a way 
that would magnify His holiness and 
manifest His righteous government over 
those whom He had taken up in grace. 
His glory shall yet be displayed before 
all created intelligences, and Israel will 
be the vessel whereby that glory shall 
be made known throughout all the 
world. 


Verses 22, 23.—“All those men which 
have seen my glory . and have 
tempted me now these ten times... 
shall not see the land which I sware 
unto their fathers.” Although the nation, 
as such, had been forgiven, discipline 
had to take its course upon those who 
had proved so unbelieving and rebel- 
lious. As it was with the nation then, 
so it is with individuals now. There 
are certain temporal consequences of sin 
which are not necessarily remitted when 
the believer who has failed and con- 
fessed his failure, is forgiven, for, as 
intimated above, grace and government 
go hand in hand. 


Verse 24—“My servant Caleb 

hath followed me fully, him will I bring 
into the land.” The faith of this devoted 
man stands out in vivid contrast to the un- 
belief of the rest of the nation. He, there- 
fore, and Joshua, alone of that genera- 
tion were to be preserved through all 
the trials of the way and brought into 
the land at last. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Father’s discipline of His own 
family is a most solemn and important 
line of truth. God was a Father to 
Israel. He said, “When Israel was a 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. February 3.—Feast Days of a Peo- 
ple ..... Leviticus 
Next Week's Lesson 


7. February 17.—True to a Great Her- 
itage ..... ; ..Deuteronomy 1 to 4 








child, then I loved him, and called my 
son out of Egypt” (Hos. 11:1). Because 
of this covenant relationship He under- 
took to see them through to the final 
fulfillment of all His promises, but He 
could not overlook their sins and fail- 
ures. These had to be dealt with in the 
divine government. “These things hap- 
pened unto them for ensamples,” or 
types (1 Cor. 10:11). They illustrate 
God’s dealings with His people now. 
Chastisement is not necessarily punish- 
ment, however, but it is nevertheless 
part of that disciplinary process by 
which we are made to learn the impor- 
tance of obedience to the Word of God. 


Lesson Outline 
GRACE AND GOVERNMENT 
1. The divine indignation (Num. 14:11) 
2. Destruction threatened (v. 12) 
3. Moses’ intercession (vs. 13-19) 
4. God’s gracious answer (v. 20) 
5. The final consummation (v. 21) 
6. Discipline for disobedience (vs. 22, 23) 
7. Blessing for obedience (v. 24) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Unselfishness of Moses. In this 
devoted servant of the Lord we see a 
man who was so wholly concerned about 
the glory of God that all selfish ambition 
was absent. He might have become the 
founder of a great nation, but he felt 
this would be at the expense of Jeho- 
vah’s honor. What would the Egyptians 
and other nations think if God failed 
to bring the nation of Israel through 
the wilderness and into Canaan? The 
glory of God seemed to Moses to demand 
the preservation of His people and He 
pleaded for them from that standpoint. 
When the answer came he was content. 


Applications and Summaries 

It is a serious thing to acknowledge 
the Lord as Deliverer and Protector. It 
means that one has put himself on rec- 
ord as counting on God to see him 
through. 

Unbelief looks at the difficulties and 
dangers that threaten to block the path 
of duty. Faith looks up and sees the 
omnipotent God and so is never turned 
aside by circumstances. 

God cannot clear the guilty. Every 
sin demands punishment. But God can 
be just and the justifier of him that 
believeth in Jesus because Christ has 
borne the penalty our sins deserved. 

When we confess our sins, God freely 
forgives. But He often visits temporal 
consequences upon us which may go on 
for years, both for our good and as a 
warning to others. 

In His family discipline our Father 
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uses the rod to correct us and to keep 
us from ever thinking of sin as a mat- 
ter of little importance. We cannot sin 
with impunity. 
CHICAGO. 
w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT excuses did the spies give? 


2. Why did God threaten to destroy 
Israel? 


3. What gave Moses such boldness in 
pleading Isreel’s case before God? 

4. Why did God punish the Israelites in 
just the manner He did? 

5. If the people were really “pardoned, 
why did they die in the wilderness? 

6. Does God deal with us when we sinh, 
as He did with Israel? Give reason. 

7. What is God’s basic purpose in bring- 
ing discipline? 

(Answers on page 76) 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“How long will this people protoke 
me? and how long will it be ere they 
believe me?” (Num. 14:11.)—In one of 
our modern colleges the teacher lauded 
the sincerity of the Pilgrim Fathers but 
deprecated their faith. And he went on 
to say: “There was a time when it was 
taught that a person’s eternal destity 
was determined by what he believed; 
but, of course, we know better than 
that now. It is what we are and do that 
matters, not what we believe.” 

Continuing along the same line, he 
said, “Our life is like the climbing of 
a ladder, and our deeds cause us to 
ascend rung upon rung to the realms of 
bliss !” 

One student in the class recognhizéd 
the professor’s philosophy as deadly 
spiritual error, and told him that in- 
stead of climbing to Heaven on a lad- 
der of good deeds, mankind was “con- 
demned already” because of its unbe- 
lief and needed the Christ of the cross 
to deliver it. 

Chapter 14 of the Book of Numbers 
gives us the history of a real crisis in 
the wilderness experience of the Chil+ 
dren of Israel. When the Spirit of God 
comments cn this event, He puts the 
finger on their unbelief as being the 
secret of their actions (see Heb. 3 and 4). 
Despite all He had spoken to them and 
done for them, when ten spies gave 4n 
“evil report of the land,” they provoked 
God and disbelieved Him. 

Even though the Scripture warns 
against “an evil heart of unbelief” (Heb. 
3:12), the tendency today, especially in 
educational circles, is to minimize faith 
and magnify works. It is commonly re- 
ported that God does not care what we 
believe, but that He cares only about 
what we do. But our verse makes it 
plain that God greatly cares about what 
we believe and what we do not believe. 
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To secure an idea of the importance 
of faith in the New Testament, one 
should read through the Gospel of John 
and underscore every occurrence of the 
words, “believe,” “believing,” and “be- 
lieved” — and then add them up. 


When the people asked the Lord Jesus, 
“What shall we do, that we might work 
the works of God?” He answered, “This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent” (John 6: 28, 29). 


“Without faith it is impossible to 
please him” (Heb. 11:6). “For whatso- 
ever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23). 


We should not only believe Him re- 
garding the way of salvation, but also 
every word He has spoken regarding 
His care for us, and all that He has 
purposed for us. How glorifying to God 
it is when a Christian in the midst of 
tempestuous storms, when neither sun, 
moon, nor stars appear, says, concerning 
all the promises of God, “I believe God, 
that it shall be even as it was told me” 
(Acts 27:25). 


“And now, I beseech thee, let. the 
power of my Lord be great. .. . Pardon, 
I beseech thee, the iniquity of this peo- 
ple” (vs. 17-19).—Moses, as intercessor, 
steps in and pleads for the people with 
powerful arguments and an appeal to 
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the greatness of God’s power to pardon. 


When people today think of great 
power, their thoughts naturally go to 
the atomic bomb, but great as that is 
for destruction, greater is God’s power 
for pardon! 


Moses is a type of our Intercessor, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who “ever liveth 
to make intercession for.[us]” (Heb. 
7:25). 


“And the Lord said, I have pardoned 
according to tiy word” (v. 20).—Yes, 
the Lord pardoned, praise His name for 
that; but His government, His discipline, 
went on just the same. “Whom the 
Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a 
father the son in whom he delighteth” 
(Prov. 3:12). There is a lesson that is 
difficult, but extremely important to 
learn — divine pardon does not relieve 
one of necessary discipline. 


Upon confessing his sin, David was 
told: “The Lord also hath put away 
thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, 
because by this deed thou hast given 
great occasion to the’ enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme, the child also that 
is born unto thee shall surely die” (1 
Sam. 12:13, 14). 


Did Israel say, “Would God we had 
died in this wilderness’? (Num. 14:2.) 
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God took them at their word. In the 
wilderness they should die! For forty 
years they should wander in the desert 
until this discipline was fulfilled. 


“But as truly as I live, all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord” (v. 21).—Israel may fail, the 
nations may fail, man as a whole may 
fail, but the Lord’s power is such that 
His purpose to fill the earth with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord shall 
be fully realized (Hab. 2:14). 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions upon which 
lustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
| se ge paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

The Digging May Hurt—Whom the 
Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a 
father the son in whom he delighteth 
(Prov. 3:12, Golden Text). God. often 
digs wells of joy with the spade of sor- 
row.—Selected. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


A Father’s Awakening.—Whom the 
Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a 
father the son in whom he delighteth 
(Prov. 3:12, Golden Text). “One night 
after my fifteen-year-old boy had been 
sent home for insubordination to col- 
lege authority for the second time, I 
slept but little. The next morning after 
breakfast I cut a good switch and re- 
hearsed to my boy his course of dis- 
obedience. I told him to take off his 
coat. He replied, ‘I won’t do it.’ I looked 
him in the face and said: ‘My boy, I 
am your father; you are my son. I prom- 
ised God Almighty on my knees last 
night that I would control you, and I 
will whip you here this morning or 
you and I will die in this woodland. 
Take off your coat, sir. He saw in my 
eye for the first, time in his life the 
spirit of authority. He drew his coat 
in a moment, and I gave him.a sound 
thrashing, at the conclusion of which I 
said, ‘Now kneel down with me.” We 
knelt together, and I told God of my own 
neglect and of my boy’s sinful conduct, 
and promised God in the hearing of 
my boy to be faithful to my duty the 
remainder of my life, and prayed God’s 
blessing on my wayward child. When 


‘we arose, he put his arms around my 


neck and his head on my bosom. We 
wept together for a long time. Then he 
looked up and said, ‘Father, I will never 
give you any more trouble.’ And from 
that day to this I have never had a care 
about him. He has been the most obe- 
dient son a father ever had. He is 
married now, an official in the church, 
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and no truer, nobler Christian man 
walks the earth than my precious son.” 
—From Christian Life. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 


God’s Only Course—And the Lord 
said unto Moses, How long will this 
people provoke me? and how long will 
it be ere they believe me, for all the 
signs which I have shewed among them? 
(Num. 14:11). Everywhere we are 
hearing warnings against the rising tide 
of delinquency. Drunkenness and in- 
temperance are on the increase as is 
also the use of tobacco. Divorce courts 
are doing a land-office business and, 
more and more, observance of the Lord’s 
Day is passing into the discard. Truly 
these are crisis days, and God’s Wotd 
plainly teaches that a disregard of God 
leads to abandonment by Him. This 
continent was largely settled by Chris- 
tian men and women. For many years 
God was recognized in the life of her 
people. But today she is far along the 
way to forgetting God, not only in 
national but in her home life. If our 
nation continues to ignore Him and sinks 
farther in the morass of immorality the 
time will come when God will have but 
one alternative, and that is to abandon 
America to her evil ways. He cannot 
honor the nation that does not honor 
Him.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, 
Nebr. 


“How?”—And now, I beseech thee, let 
the power of my Lord be great (Num. 
14:17). Probably the greatest unused 
channel of blessing in the world is in- 
tercessory prayer. The great storehouse* 
of divine energy lies waiting; for whose 
need will I release that power through 
prayer today? 

The weary ones had rest, the sad had joy 

That day; I wondered, “How?” 
A plowman, singing at his work, had 
prayed, 
“Lord, help them now !” 
Away in foreign lands they wondered, 
“How?” 
Their single word had power! 
At home the Christians, two or three, 
had met 
To pray an hour ! 


Yes, we are always wondering, wondering, 
“How?” 
Because we do not see 
Someone, unknown, perhaps, and far 
away, 
On bended knee! 
—From Today. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At Forty-five Cents Apiece.—Pardon, 
I beseech thee, the iniquity of this peo- 
ple according unto the greatness of thy 
mercy (Num. 14:19). Sam Jones, re- 
nowned evangelist and temperance lec- 
turer of a generation ago, was speak- 
ing in a prosperous town ‘in Iowa, 
and said: “This nice little town with 
a splendid farming region around 
makes it one of the garden spots of the 
state. But, with all your blessings, you 
can’t get along without three saloons 
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to debauch your fair city and ruin your 
boys, ‘because you need the money.’ 
How much is the license fee here?” 
Mr. Jones inquired. “Three hundred 
dollars, each,” someone answered. “Nine 
hundred dollars, all together,” said the 
speaker. “And, what is your population?” 
“Two thousand,” someone replied. “The 
liquor dealers walked up to you people 
and said: ‘If you will let us damn your 
town and debauch your boys, cause your 
daughters to live in the embrace of 
drunkards, and crush the hearts of their 
mothers we will do it all for forty-five 
cents apiece.’ This is a little lower down 
than I have anywhere found them.”— 
From the Pentecostal Herald. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Anything We Want.—I have pardoned 
according to thy word (Num. 14:20). 
It was said of a holy man who was 
walking down a street in Great Britain, 
that one said to another as this servant 
of God passed, “There goes a man who 
can get anything he wants from God.” 
Is that true of us? We have been Chris- 
tians for five, ten, or twenty years. Can 
we get, anything we want because we 
abide in Him?—From Charles Inglis. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


A Boy’s Courage and Faith.—My serv- 
ant Caleb, because he had another spirit 
with him, and hath followed me fully 
(Num. 14:24). Dr. Schauffler of New 
York tells of a boy in his Sunday school 
who was fifteen years old. His father 
was a liquor dealer. One day the boy 
came to Dr. Schauffler and said, “Father 
says that I have got to serve the bar 
now on Sundays. What will I do?” The 
reply was, “My boy, what do you think 
you ought to do?” The boy said, “I 
ought not to serve the bar, but Father 
says if I don’t serve the bar on Sundays, 
I can pack my things and get out. What 
do you think I ought to do?” Dr. Schauf- 
fler said, “What do you think you ought 
to do?” The boy said, “I ought to pack 
and get out.” Dr. Schauffler did not tell 
the boy that he would care for him if 
he was thrown out by his father. But 
the boy did what he knew God wanted 
him to do. The next Sunday, when the 
command came for him to serve at the 
bar, the boy said he could not do it, or 
anything that was contrary to the laws 
of God and man. The boy’s father an- 
grily said, “Then march.” The boy put 
all that he had in a large red handker- 
chief and went out on the streets of 
New York with no place to sleep, and 
nowhere to eat. He was trusting wholly 
in God to care for him. What faith he 
had! God did not fail that boy. He 
cared for him, and the boy lacked for 
nothing.—From the Gospel Herald. Sent 
by Lillian S. Burtch, Otego, N. Y. 


we 


The cure for complaining is a firm 
conviction that the things we suffer are 
meant for our good.—Norman B. Har- 
rison. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thee for the testimony 
of those who have not been afraid in 
the face of great issues. We thank Thee 
that it was not in their own strength that 
Thy faithful servants of old met diffi- 
culty, but in Thy strength. Oh, we pray 
Thee that Thou wilt forgive our rebel- 
lious thoughts, and our shameful fears! 
May we realize that in Thy keeping we 
do not fail, and that abiding in Thee 
we do not fear. Forgive our distrust, 
and our neglect of Thy ministry of cour- 
age and power, and our forgetfulness of 
what Thou hast done to give assurance 
to Thy servants for every occasion of 
need. In the name of the Lord Jesus 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A little girl was 
afraid to stay alone in the dark after 
she had gone to bed. As her mother 
left the room she said, “There’s nothing 
to be afraid of here, dearie—God is 
right here with you.” A little later 
someone passing the door of the room 
heard the child saying in a troubled 
voice, “’"Way, Dod! ’way, Dod!” She 
seemed to be afraid even of the pres- 
ence of the very One who would so 
lovingly guard her! Are we like that 
little girl in the darkness? We do not 
exactly ask God to keep away, but is 
not our fear of what He may not do to 
care for us such an expression of our 
doubt of Him that it must hurt His 
loving heart? In speaking to Moses 
about the complaining and the fear and 
the doubt of the people as they heard 
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about the difficulties in the Promised 
Land, God said unto Moses, “How long 
will this people despise me?” Did you 
ever think of our own doubts and fears 
as actually putting us in the position 
of those who despised God? Not for 
a moment would we want to be named 
as those who do such a terrible thing 
as that; yet fhat was God’s thought of 
those who would distrust Him — those 
murmuring and frightened Children of 
Israel. What have we really to fear 
after all? Can we not say with a deep 
and abiding confidence, as those who 
earnestly seek to know and to do God’s 
will — “Jehovah is with us, fear ye not”? 
How humbly and how joyously we ought 
to walk when we know that with Him 
and in His will we have nothing to fear. 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Dallas Seminary 


Dallas 4, Texas 


@ Offers a standard four-year theological course 
i to Th.M. for College graduates; 





offers Th.D. for Seminary gr 
@ Unquestioned loyalty to verbal inspiration and 
istoric faith. 


@ Emphasis on Bible, Theology, original lan- 
freon. History, Missions, and Practical 
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®@ Training center for Pastors, Teachers, Evan- 
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Training. 


For free catalog address 
Dr. Charles A. Nash, Registrar 














( hunch Cquipment &Supply (0 
N WELLS ST { -2eeSS-10 Keaiie Neem ILL 


WwW 














Supported 


Why did the Catholic Church support 
Roosevelt’s domestic policies and oppose 
his foreign policy? 

Why is the Catholic Church anti-Capi- 
talist as well as anti-Communist? 

What kind of a political, social, and 
economic system is the Catholic Church 
attempting to bring about? 

How has this affected your life, and how 
may it affect the lives of your children? 


READ: 
“The True Nature of Roman Catholicism” 


An important series of articles describ- 
aspects of the Catholic Church never 
before revealed. 


Beginning in the January issue of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE 


Edited by former Roman Catholic Priests 


Subscription only $1.00 a year (10 issues) 
ple copy, 15c. 


A limited number of January copies 
are being reserved for readers of The 
Sunday School Times. To make sure of 
getting your January copy include Dept. 
number in the address as follows, or 
return this ad. 


CHRIST’S MISSION 


Dept. F 164 229 W. 48th St. New York 19 


When in New York attend our services 
every Sunday at 3.30 P. M. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 73) 


1. “Nevertheless the people be strong . 
and very great: and moreover we saw. . 
giants, . and we were in our own sight 
as grasshoppers” (Num. 13:28, 33). 


2. Because of their unbelief and rebel- 
lion against His word. 


3. He remembered the covenant God had 
made, and counted on Him to fulfill it. 


4. Apparently because they had despised 
God’s gift. As Esau despised his birth- 
right, and later sought the blessing with 
tears, but could not have it, so Israel de- 
spised the land God had promised them, 
so He refused to let them enter the land, 
though they admitted they had sinned, 
and tried to enter Canaan (Num. 14:31-45). 

5. This was God's discipline because of 
their disobedience. 


6. No. Because Christ has borne “our 
sins in his own body on the tree” (1 Pet. 
2:24). 


7. He wants to bring the sinning one to 
repentance and a desire to do His will, and 
to prepare that one for fruitful living (Job 
36:10, 11). , 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, what are you, a grass- 

hopper or a man? Which would 
you rather be? I think I know your 
answer. When the Israelites were jour- 
neying toward the Promised Land — the 
God-promised land—a great multitude 
of them chose to be grasshoppers, with 
the result shown in today’s lesson. They 
never arrived. They died in Grasshop- 
perdom, their chosen estate. Ten of 
the twelve spies whom Moses sent over 
into Canaan to investigate and report 
upon the feasibility of entering and tak- 
ing possession —ten of them came back 
shaking at the knees. They had seen 
giants over there. They said, “We be 
not able to go up against the people; 
for they are stronger than we. And 
they brought up an evil report of the 
land which they had searched .. . say- 
ing, The land... is a land that eateth 
up the inhabitants thereof; . . .. and 
there we saw the giants, the sons of 
Anak, which come of the giants; and 
we were in our own sight as grasshop- 
pers, and so we were in their sight” 
(Num. 13:31-33). 


“And so we were in their sight”! Of 
course. Think of yourself as a grass- 
hopper, and you will surely appear to 
everyone else as a grasshopper. A grass- 
hopper is one of the most aimless, un- 
certain, shiftless of insects. It appears 
to have no other object in life but to 
jump from some uncertain place and 
land on some other uncertain place — 
a consumer and not a producer. “Grass- 
hoppering” is a word given in the Stand- 
ard Dictionary (did you know it?), and 
the definition is: “An unsettled and 
unsteady course of life; improvident 
living.” The influence of the panicky 
report of those ten “grasshoppers” was 
sufficient to turn the whole camp of the 
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Israelites into miserable, cringing grass- 
hoppers, who had not the faith to take 
God at His word and appropriate His 
promises. With the tragic result that 
they never arrived. 

But there were two notable exceptions 
—two of the twelve spies, Caleb and 
Joshua. “And Caleb stilled the people 
before Moses, and said, Let us go up at 
once, and possess it; for we are well 
able to overcome it” (Num. 13:30). 
“And Joshua... and Caleb..., which 
were of them that searched the land, 
rent their clothes: and they spake ... 
saying, The land, which we passed 
through to search it, is an exceeding 
good land. If the Lord delight in us, 
then he will bring us into this land, 
and give it us; a land which floweth 
with milk and honey. Only rebel not 
ye against the Lord, neither fear ye 
the people of the land; for they are 
bread for us: their defence is departed 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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from them, and the Lord is with us: 
fear them not. But all the congrega- 
tion bade stone them [Joshua and Caleb] 
with stones” (Num. 14:6-10). 

Joshua, the leader chosen of God to 
succeed Moses, and his brave friend 
Caleb, went victoriously and gloriously 
into the Promised Land, and Caleb was 
by his own request given the toughest 
part of it to subjugate, yes, the very 
section where the giants flourished, but 
it was also the land of Judea where 
Jerusalem the capital was located, and 
where Bethlehem the birthplace of 
Jesus was—and Calvary. Caleb loved 
a tough job, because it gave him the 
joy of seeing God’s mighty power re- 
sponding to his faith, and his choice, 
saying, “Givc me this mountain”! (Josh. 
14:12) is one of the superb challenges 
of faith and courage in this part of the 
history of God’s people. 


Again I ask you, fellows, which would 
you rather be, a grasshopper or a man 
—a man of faith in God; a man, be- 
lieving; a man, achieving! 

Where’er the prizes go, 
Grant me the struggle 
That my soul may grow! 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Caieb’s Courage 

(Num. 13:1, 2, 17-20, 27, 28, 30, 31; 14:6-9) 

UR story today is in the Book of 

Numbers. Watch out for numbers 
in the story! (Have colored chalk at 
hand.) The Tabernacle with all its rich 
furniture had been built. The Ten Com- 
mandments and other laws about treat- 
ing God and their neighbors had been 
given. The Hebrew people were now 
ready to enter the land God had given 
them. (Using the map, review the trip 
from Egypt and.the-stay at Sinai, and 
point out the wilderness of Paran.) But 
before the people went in among the 
strange, fierce, and wicked people who 
must be driven out, God gave them a 
test which would show whether they 
were really ready to go in and conquer 
the land. 


Numbers 13:1, 2 tells how God started 
the test. Who can find from verses 4- 
16 how many men were sent? (Let one 
who finds the correct number [12] write 
it on the blackboard with colored chalk.) 
These twelve men were to find the an- 
swers to certain questions. Can you 
find at least four questions? (vs. 17-20.) 
How long did it take them to find the 
answers? (v. 25.) You may write this 
number on the board, too. 

Back the men come, carrying a huge 
bunch of grapes, so big it takes two 
men to carry it. The people are all eager 
and curious to find out about their new 
home, and gather around Moses as the 
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spies report. Can you find in their re- 
port the answers to the questions? (vs. 
27, 28.) Now comes the real test—are 
the people ready to go? Caleb, will 
you go? (v. 30.) Will the others go? 
(vs. 31, 33.) Will the people go? (14:1, 
3, 4.) Caleb seems to have just one 
person who agrees with him that it can 
be done. Who is he? (v. 6.) Why did 
Caleb and Joshua believe the people 
could succeed? (vs. 8, 9.) Put the num- 
bers 2 and 10 on the board. Only two 
who believed the Lord would keep His 
promises; ten were scared and so brought 
a bad—an evil—report. All the peo- 
ple were scared then, too. They didn’t 
pass the courage test, and were not pro- 
moted to the new land. Instead God 
sent them back into the desert and said 
everyone of the grownups except Caleb 
and Joshua would die and never go into 


the new land. How long would the 


punishment for failure last? (v. 34.) 
Write this number on the board. 


Now I wonder if you can pass the 
little test I am going to give you. Can 
you tell what each of the five numbers 
on the board —12, 40, 2, 10, 40 — stands 
for in the story? Here is another test 
—to spell Caleb with the first letters 
of the answers to five questions: What 
land was Caleb sent to spy out? (13: 
17.) What was the name of the father 
of the giants? (v. 33.) Whom did Caleb 
and Joshua believe would help the peo- 
ple to get the land? (14:8, 9.) What kind 
of report did the other ten men bring 
back? (13:32.) What word describes 
Caleb, who was not afraid to speak out 
for God? 

C anaan 
A nak 
L ord 

E vil 

B rave 


I wonder if you can pass a test like 
Caleb and stand up for the Lord and 
His promises if other youngsters or 
some grownups make fun of you. “I 
will trust, and not be afraid: for the 
Lord Jehovah is my strength” (Isa. 12: 
2, Memory Verse). 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Brave Caleb 

(Num. 13:17-20, 27, 28, 30, 31; 14:6-9) 

LL of you remember how God 

parted the waters of the Red Sea 
so Moses could lead the Israelites 
through on dry land. Then they started 
to march through the wilderness to Ca- 
naan, the land God had promised to 
give them. 


‘When they came close to Canaan, God 
told Moses to send twelve men into the 
land to find out what kind of country 
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Conservative Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society 


203 N. Wabash Ave. Chicago l, Ill. 


The field is the world. Christ is our 
message. A Society that is the servant of 
the churches. Remember the C.B.F.M.3. 
in your will. 


Pres. W. T. Taylor Treas. I. Cedric Peterson 
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Signs of the Times 


The Shifting of the Scenes 
By E. Schuyler English 
Current Events and Major World 
Trends in the 
Light of Divine Revelation 
Paper Bound - Striking Cover 
35c each - - - + - 3 for $1.00 





Order from 


Publication Office. “Our Hope” 
(Arno C. Gaebelein, Inc.) 
456 Fourth Avenue New York 16, N. Y. 








When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times, 








Preaching to the Jews 
of New York City 





"Tobay, as never before, the heart of 

the Jew is open to the Gospel. The 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
through its New York Mission to the 
Jews, is making an intensive, prayerful 
effort to reach the Jews with the message 
of life. 


AT TIMES SQUARE, 
the commercial center of New York City. 
IN THE BRONX, 


where is located the world’s densest Jewish 
residential population. 


Our advance program demands increased 
funds. Will you not pray and give? 





The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 W. 44th Street New York 18, N. Y. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Calendar for 
19146 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 
paper. 


Features 


Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenk§ns Olcott, 
whose photographs and writings are 
well known to Sunday School Times 
readers. 

Scenes are localities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 

There is a Scripture memory verse for 
each day in the year. 


PRICES 

(Postpaid) 
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and the quantity prices offer a real oppor- 
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these among your friends and fellow 
workers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES co., 
$25 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


I am enclosing $............--+++:-+-5 for which please 


send me.................copies of The Sunday School 
Times Calendar for 1946. 
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it was, and whetber there were walled 
cities. These men were called spies. 

Moses chose the men, and they went 
on this trip. They were gone forty days, 
and came back, bringing grapes, figs, 
and pomegranates. One cluster of grapes 
was so big that two men carried it on 
a pole, even a good deal bigger than 
our California bunches of grapes. My, 
how the people must have looked at 
these things, and asked questions! 

“Yes,” the men alJ said, “it is a won- 
derful country, with fruit and all we 
need for food, but —” 

“But what?” somebody asked. 

“There are giants in the land! They 
are so big we were like grasshoppers 
beside them.” 

Then Caleb spoke up, “Yes, there are 
giants there, but we can overcome them. 
We can take the land. Let’s go right 
up and take it.” 

Joshua stood by Caleb, “Yes, we can 
take the land.” 

But the other ten men were afraid, 
and they had no faith in God, so they 
stirred up the people against Moses. 
Some of them even said they’d better 
get a new leader and go back to Egypt. 

Moses and Aaron prayed to God. 
Caleb and Joshua tried to speak to all 
the people, and tell them that the land 
was good. 

“Don’t refuse to obey God. He will 
go with us, and we can take the land,” 
was what Caleb and Joshua said. 

Did the people listen? They did not. 

They shouted, “Let’s stone them to 
death! Stone them !” 

But God was taking care of them. 
His glory shone out in the Tabernacle 
so all the people could see, and God 
spoke to Moses.. The people were so 
scared they didn’t do anything. God 
was very angry with them, and He said 
not one of these wicked people could 
go into Canaan. They would all die in 
the wilderness, and their children would 
go in with Caleb and Joshua. 

How awful it is to disobey God. Men 
fail to obey God because they do not 
believe Him. Caleb believed God would 
do what He promised, and so Caleb was 
brave. God has promised us eternal life 
if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our Saviour. Do we believe Him? 

Mopvesto, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Peatrice E. Borchardt 

THe PuRPOSE OF DISCIPLINE 

HY do we stay in little ruts when 

the Lord is longing to take us, 
separately and collectively, “into a large 
place,” and be our Rock, Fortress, and 
our Deliverer in any circumstance that 
might arise? Somebody believed in 
atomic power and worked until a bomb 
was produced that could destroy a city. 
Even so, that represented only partial 
power. Notice the promise of power 
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that Christ gave, “All power is given 
unto mee. . . and lo, I am with you 
alway.” If He possesses “all power” 
and He is with us “alway,” then would 
we not have with us the power to ac- 
complish successfully anything that He 
might call upon us to do? How far 
away do we live from our heavenly 
privileges? (Matt. 28:19, 20; 2 Cor. 4: 
7-18; Eph. 3:20; 2 Tim. 2:21.) 

God will not use someone who is not 
ready to be used. When the spies 
brought back an evil report and melted 
the courage and enthusiasm of the peo- 
ple, God did not punish them because 
of revenge, but because He could not 
use these people in their present state 
of mind. Not even Caleb and Joshua, 
with all their faith, could have con- 
quered Canaan alone. God and Canaan 
were ready, but the people were not 
ready for the advance; consequently 
God left them to the only thing they 
were able to do—to stay where they 
were in the wilderness. 


Has God called you to do something, 
but you, like the Israelites, rebelled and 
doubted? Are you where the Lord wants 
you to be? Perhaps you are in the stage 
of preparation for a larger place later 
on. Perhaps you are ready to choose 
a career or a companion for your home. 
Perhaps a new opportunity for service 
has opened, and you are hesitating. Are 
you ready for a bigger task? Is it 
clearly a call from God? Is it your 
Canaan land? If so, He can carry you 
into victory. If not, you will meet, if 
you attempt it, with discouragement and 
failure. 

Illustration: Our problem as we 
sometimes see it. Represent the prob- 
lem on a chart by a large box-shaped, 
or mountain-shaped figure. Make a tiny 
stick person looking up. Beneath this 
write: “I CAN’T DO IT.” 

Our problem as God wants us to see it. 
Make a stick person equal in size to 
the “problem.” Beneath this write: “I 
CAN DO... THROUGH CHRIST.” 
God can make us equal to any prob- 
lem that it is His will for us to solve. 
If we are not ready, He is able to make 
us ready through discipline (Isa. 48:10). 

Our national problem just now is not 
like that of Israel. God has brought 
us, 2s-He did His Children, victoriously 
out of the dangers of domineering polit- 
ical slavery, but we are not aggressors, 
trying to capture countries for our per- 
sonal use. What is America’s biggest 
problem today? From the opinions of 
most commentators, and certainly from 
the point of view of Christian ideals, it 
is to lift underprivileged peoples of 
whatever nation or race to a place of 
material and spiritual well-being, and 


help them to get along peaceably to- 


gether. 

Since nations accomplish objectives by 
the united effort of individuals, how can 
Christian America tackle this problem? 
Fortunately, the Americans who have 
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returned from their experiences in other 
lands have brought back to us in per- 
son and through our systems of com- 
munication encouraging reports of what 
can be done. God will hear all who call 
upon Him in truth, among all peoples, 
as many of our servicemen discovered, 
and we all have access to Him through 
prayer 

“Pardon ... the iniquity of this peo- 
ple according unto the greatness of thy 
mercy,” prayed Moses. The answer 
came: “I have pardoned ... but as 
truly as I live, all the earth shall be 
filled with the glory of the Lord.” God 
has been preparing us here in America 
fhrough the discipline and hardships of 
war days. Now the knowledge of “the 
glory of the Lord” must be spread abroad 
by greater missionary efforts than ever 
before. Is America ready for the next 
advance? Individually, are you? 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





The White Race as Seen by Other Races 
(Rom. 15:1-7; Col. 3:9-17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


E SAW inh last week’s prayer 

meeting that all men of every race 
and color are the objects of God’s re- 
deeming grace, and that He is no re- 
specter of persons, welcoming into His 
family on an equal footing all who will 
receive and confess His Son as Saviour 
and Lord. A parallel truth running 
through the Scriptures is that all men, 
whatever their race or color, “have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3:23), “There is none right- 
eous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). 


Apart from God’s grace and the up- 
lifting influence of the Gospel no race 
on earth has any room for boasting. 
A recognition of this fact is a healthy 
starting place for any consideration of 
this week’s topic. 

ve 


We have heard much in the last ten 
years of a nation that looked upon itself 
as a “master race.” We need to see that 
in every race there are those elements 
that make it equally possible for that 
race mistakenly to hold the master-race 
idea and to look with contempt on those 
of other races. Unregenerate human 
nature is the same wherever we find it. 
Pride, arrogance, greed, and selfishness 
are just as hateful and sinful when 
cloaked in robes of so-called culture and 
civilization as when stalking about in 
all the hideousness of barbarism and 
depravity. It is possible that the atti- 
tude and conduct of Americans may be 
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just as distasteful-to less-privileged peo- 
ples as was that of Germany to the rest 
of Europe. 
b 

But what is to be the Christian’s course 
in this matter of race relationships? 
The first Scripture portion emphasizes 
the. responsibility of the “strong” be- 
liever to help the weaker Christian 
brother (Rom. 15:1). This principle 


may be extended to those of other races 
and colors, even when they are not 
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To meet the demand of the Youth Move- 
ment we have compiled this new book of 
stirring, rousing songs for a forward-moving 
group of young people. Youth like to sing 


spiritually-helpful songs. 


Our new book is a compilation of living 
songs. It meets the song requirements of all 


youth rally groups, 


This perfect selection of just the right songs 
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of YOUTH RALLIES and author of "’Sing- 
spiration." These are the songs that are 
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“brothers” in Christ (v. 2). There is 
no call here to condone or share in the 
evil practices or beliefs of less-priv- 
ileged peoples. We are to “please” them 
for their “good to edification” (v. 3). 
To refrain from Christian teaching and 
witness to others from any false sense 
of respecting their beliefs is certainly 
not implied or justified here. The great- 
est kindness we can do for our weaker 
fellow men is to make Christ known to 
them and thus: bring them within His 
strengthening uplifting power. 


we ; 

With our responsibility to others out- 
side Christ is linked our duty to fellow 
believers (vs. 5-7). Our consistent 
Christian life and our treatment of our 
fellow Christians are to be the magnet 
that will attract those who do not know 
Christ to inquire of Him. Just as of 
old the Romans marveled, “See how 
these Christians love one another,” so 
today men should be made to wonder 
at Christian love and forbearance. 

we 

Our second lesson portion enumerates 
some of the qualities that should be 
seen in the lives of believers (Col. 3: 
9-17). This new conduct is seen as the 
result or effect of a new life (vs. 1, 10), 
which is kept renewed by the power of 
Christ. Are these qualities of kindness, 
humility, meekness, longsuffering, and 
forgiveness evident to others as they 
watch you? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Anglo-American Christian 
Fellowship 
(Continued from page 69) 


grown pretty large) Gospel churches or 
tabernacles. The Holiness and Pente- 
costal movements are also spreading. 

And so, as in America, there is evi- 
dence of apostasy and Modernism, there 
is also the evidence of a growth in the 
numbers and influence of believers, who 
are finding a real basis for fellowship 
in their “common salvation,” no matter 
what their denominational affiliation 
or conviction. There is also the leth- 
argy and marked indifference of the 
“middle-of-the-roaders,” in both State 
and Free Church. 

One of the great exponents of evan- 
gelical Christianity and fervent fellow- 
ship has been the great Keswick Con- 
vention, held each summer in the town 
of Keswick in the beautiful Lake Dis- 
trict, nestled among the mountains on 
the banks of Derwentwater. However, 
one of the greatest disappointments to 
Bible-loving Christians, not only in the 
American forces, but those of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
and many other countries, was the dis- 
continuance of this great convention 
during war years. My own feeling is 
that it should have been carried on. The 
reasons given by its conscientious lead- 
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ers were the war regulations against the 
assembly of great crowds (though just 
as great crowds, if not greater, gathered 
for cricket, soccer, Rugby, and other 
athletic events, operas, musicals, and 
cinemas); the lack of traveling facilities 
(yet trains were always crowded, and 
on every visit to Keswick I found crowds 
at that lovely resort); and that hotél 
accommodations could not be provided 
(true, they were always full of others 
seeking rest, recreation, and pleasure). 
It is my own opinion that the continu- 
ance of the Keswick Convention during 
war years, would not only have been a 
great morale factor for the people of 
Britain, but for their war visitors as 
well. I think it would have been a 
factor for victory, as well as an oppor- 
tunity to strengthen the future peace 
in the bonds of an international Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

One redeeming factor was the holding 
of regional Keswick Conventions in dif- 
ferent cities and districts. It was my 
privilege to speak at those held in Black- 
pool and Liverpool. In fact, the Liver- 
pool Convention antedates the war, and 
has ministered the Word and Keswick 
message to many in that great port city 
who were never privileged to go to the 
Lake District to one of the Conventions. 

You will be interested to know that 
a group’of American Air Force Chap- 
lains had a Keswick Convention all their 
own. It was my privilege to be assigned 
the task of finding a meeting place and 
accommodations for over forty chaplains 
of the Base Air Depot Area of the Air 
Service Command, under the leadership 
of Chaplain, (Lt. Col.) Oakley Lee. I 
also had the privilege of bringing three 
Bible study and devotional messages at 
this conference, held in a most beautiful 
old stone house with terraced gardens, 
overlooking Derwentwater and_ sur- 
rounding mountains. 

For a number of years we have heard 
of “Young Life Campaigns” in Britain. 
That this movement has had the bless- 
ing of God is not all told in reports of 
campaign meetings, but has been carried 
on in many lives of young men and 
women serving in His Majesty’s forces. 
Not only were souls saved then, but souls 
saved became soul-winners during the 
present conflict. Many of our American 
young people, out and out for Christ, 
found real fellowship with Christians 
in the British Army, Navy, and Air 
forces. 

“Youth for Christ” is not only a phrase 
familiar in this country, but in the Brit- 
ish Isles as well. I found a well-organ- 
ized effort in Liverpool, a group that 
used this phrase descriptive of its work 
and aim without knowing a thing of 
what is being done in America in hun- 
dreds of cities on Saturday nights. In 
Liverpool, the Saturday night meeting 
is called, “The Christian Rendezvous.” 
Meetings are held in Central Hall, one 
of the largest auditoriums of the city. 
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On many a Saturday night, I’ve spoken 
to over a thousand people in that 
great hall. The meetings are just about 
the same as those held in Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Indianapolis, Chi- 
cago, or San Francisco, or in some 
of the many smaller towns and cities 
where the effort is made to win 
youth for Christ and bring Christ to 
youth. Last spring, there was a special 
two-weeks’ evangelistic campaign held 
by this same group, and some other 
American and Canadian chaplains and 
myself had the joy of preaching at these 
meetings and winning young life for 
Christ. In this connection, I was priv- 
ileged to have quite a bit of fellowship 
with Chaplain Jack Scott of the R.C.A-F., 
in civilian life the able young pastor 
of the Forward Baptist Church of To- 
ronto, Canada, and a speaker at some of 
our American summer Bible conferences. 


Perhaps an observation about the 
Brethren (sometimes known as “the 
Plymouth Brethren”) would be in order. 
They seem to be much stronger in num- 
bers and influence in Britain than in 
America. Then, too, they seem to be 
more “open,” and their Gospel halls, 
yes, and their homes, provided many a 
warm welcome to our American Chris- 
tian soldiers. I have spoken in their 
meetings in Glasgow, St. Anns, Warring- 
ton, and Bath; and whether in Scotland, 
northern, or southern England (as well 
as in Ireland) I always found them en- 
thusiastic in their service and warm in 
their fellowship. To many of our lads 
coming from denominational churches in 
the States, this was a new group, but 
they found that they talked a common 
spiritual language, and loved and served 
the sarne precious Lord Jesus. 


A word must be added concerning the 
great work of the American evange- 
lists, Dwight L. Moody and Ira D. San- 
key. Though decades have passed, the 
influence of these servants of the Lord 
is keenly felt to this day in Britain. In 
many churches and Gospel halls, the 
Sankey Gospel songs are still sung and 
hymnbooks used. It was my joy to have 
a week’s ministry and meeting in Tent 
Hall, Glasgow, with Jock Troup. This 
work is an outgrowth and continuation 
of the Moody-Sankey meetings there, as 
is the work of the Bible Institute. Many 
setvicemen are reached by Jock Troup 
and his co-workers, and it was our joy 
to see twenty-nine of these men make 
profession of faith in Christ, during our 
few days’ meetings there. Over in 
Edinburgh, visited by many American 
Gl’s, is Carrubers Close Mission, another 
monument to the Moody-Sankey meet- 
ings. While there I had the privilege of 
playing Sankey’s organ, on which he 
composed and played the famous hymn, 
“The Ninety and Nine.” 

Due to war conditions, Gospel litera- 
ture in Britain was not available in Marge 
quantities, and often that which was 
printed was not at all attractive. The 
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overflow of the prodigal provision from 
American presses, sent to chaplains, was 
a source of great joy to the British. Our 
attractive Gospels, Bibles, Gospel tracts 
and literature, won their eyes and their 
hearts, and you can be sure they were 
often shared by the Americans. They 
seemed especially interested, not only 
in the fine illustrated tracts, but also 
the publications of daily devotional read- 
ings, which proved most helpful. Many 
of our chaplains and workers were able 
to do as I did, turn much of this mate- 
rial over to British padres, or the fine 
workers of the Scripture Readers and 
those of the Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Christian Association. 

I trust that the contact of American 
and British Christians will mean much in 
the coming days. I believe it will. 
Britain needs a great spiritual awaken- 
ing and revival. So does America. Let 
us pray for each other and that the 
Spirit Himself may be able to do a 
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great work in both these lands in our 
day. 


Mancuester, N. H. 
w 


“Ye Shall Be Witnesses Unto Me” 


(Continued from second page) 


natural career incorporated into the Gos- 
pel of John, as that of Bartholomew in 
John 1:49, “Thou art the Son of God.” 
This testimony of Thomas is progres- 
sive, from skepticism up to complete rec- 
ognition and avowal,—no doubt a pur- 
posed arrangement. In the twenty-first 
chapter Thomas is witness to the post- 
resurrection miracles of our Lord. 
There is, then, in John’s Gospel this 
consensus of testimony. Andrew and 
Philip, Thomas and Bartholomew, could 
not, apparently, each leave behind him his 
own written Gospel. That would have 
been repetitious, and indeed they may not 
have been equipped to write. But they 
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could all four give thcir statement in 
this assenting and endorsing way, and 
this they appear te have done. One 
wonders if the final supplementary chap- 
ter of John was not added to the Gospei 
of John partly in order to give these 
four disciples their opportunity to com- 
plete their apostolic witness. 
* * 7 . 

The late Professor Adolf Schlatter of 
the University of Tuebingen, who was 
one of the greatest New Testament 
scholars of our time, insisted that the 
Fourth Gospel was written by the Apos- 
tle John and dates it not long after the 
martyrdom of Peter. He thinks it was 
the official Gospel of the Apostolic Col- 
lege. The evidence given above seems 
to support this conclusion. 


we 
Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Grace Clifford Howard 
Editor of Literature, National Women's Christian 
Temperance Union 

Let Your Light So Shine.—On the 
corner of Ninth and Hennepin Streets, 
in the heart of downtown Minneapolis, 
stands Hospitality House for Service 
Men. For five years, atop that building, 
until August 31, 1945, shone an enor- 
mous liquor sign. Now, the Christian 
Service Center controls the roof as well 
as the interior of the building, and the 
location, so much desired by the liquor 
interests, is operated under Christian in. 
fluence. 

What message should the huge elec- 
tric sign carry under the new manage- 
ment? Because of the large clock at 
the top of the sign, toward which hun- 
dreds of people have a habit of looking 
daily, it was thought advisable to tie 
the message to the timepiece. In con- 
sequence, large letters, easily read blocks 
away, state: “Awake, America! It’s 
time to turn to God.” 

This is the first time in history, says 
the Hospitality House brochure, that a 
key downtown sign in a metropolitan 
city has been taken away from the liquor 
interests and converted into the proc- 
lamation of the Gospel of peace. May 
the good work spread to other signs! 


The Rum Ration and the Royal Cana- 
dian Navy.—The “drunken sailor” legend 
is one of fancy only, as far as the Royal 
Canadian Navy is concerned, quotes 
Everybody’s Monthly. According to a 
recent poll, only one Canadian sailor 
in three drinks his daily rum ration of 
two and a half ounces. The others pre- 
fer the six cents a day given in lieu 
of the drink. 

Some Canadian ships, by a majority 
vote of the crew, are bone dry. Milk 
is a popular drink wherever it can be 
obtained. Where rum is served, it is 
taken neat by petty and commissioned 
officers only; the sailor has his diluted 
by two parts water. 
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Liquor in Time of Battle.—All through 
the ages, liquor has played a conspic- 
uous part in war. Recently, we saw the 
downfall of France aided and largely 
instigated by alcoholic drinks. More 
recently, news has come out of Fin- 
land that the crushing defeat at Viborg, 
on the Karelin Isthmus, is laid at liquor’s 
door. Only a few survivors were left 
to tell the story of the downfall of thirty 
thousand picked troops. 

The government had ordered all civil- 
ians to evacuate Viborg, which left the 
state alcohol monopoly, as well as many 
private stocks, unguarded. Alcohol had 
been forbidden to men at the front, 
and the long-delayed thirst was soon 
quenched in the unguarded shops. Whole 
platoons lay unconscious. The sober of- 
ficers could do nothing with their men. 
Many of the troops went mad. Their 
idea seemed to be to leave no liquor 
of any kind for the Russians. 

The Soviet intelligence system soon 
communicated the plight of the garrison 
to General Govorov’s headquarters. The 
time had come for attack. With little 
difficulty, the whole garrison was wiped 
out, thus shortening the Russo-Finnish 
war probably by two months.—Every- 
body’s Monthly, September-October, 
1945, p. 75. 


One For the Record.—“Of all the wild 
hypocricies that the opponents of pro- 
hibition are practicing, it would be hard 
to conceive anything more hypocritical 
and ridiculously false than their pre- 
tending that prohibition has been in- 
jurious to young people. 

“The recent report of the Dean of 
University shows one case of dis- 
cipline for an offense involving the use 
of liquor during the last college year. 

“In two months in saloon-ridden Eng- 
land, I have seen among young people 
more flask ‘toting’ than I have seen 
among young people of America in two 
years.’—Dr. Gilbert Rayner, principal 
of Alexander Hamilton High School, 
quoted in the Christian Science Monitor, 
May 10, 1932. From Grit, September 10, 
1945. 





Strong Man Recommends Water.— 
Parkin Christian, the great-great-grand- 
son of Fletcher Christian, leader of the 
mutiny on the Bounty, is a man sixty- 
three years of age, and is six feet three 
inches tall. He is a man of great strength, 
and has left his island home of Pitcairn 
to work in Sydney, Australia. Accord- 
ing to a report in the Scottish Temper- 
ance Reformer, he said: “My strength 
is not unusual in Pitcairn; I drink water 
instead of alcohol, and I do not smoke.” 
—Scottish Temperance Reformer, Sep- 
tember, 1945. 


Where There’s a Will—Under the 
heading of Leipzig, Germany, a com- 
ment is made that there is a scarcity of 
food, but beer can be bought freely 
without ration cards.—International 
Record, October, 1945. p. 5. 
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Christ, the Jehovah of the Psalms 
(Continued from page 71) 


So, too, Peter. In the first chapter of 
his Second Epistle he reproduces a pic- 
ture of the citizen of the new and Chris- 
tian Zion, to match that of the citizen 
of the old Zion in Psalm 15. The char- 
acteristic traits consist of eleven items, 
closing with “if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall.” Then follows the re- 
ward of well-doing, just as the reward 
of thé upright man of Psalm 15 is found 
at the end of Psalm 16, “The Resurrec- 
tion Psalm,” a truly “golden psalm of 
David,” quite in the vein of Psalm 15. 


2 Peter 1:11 Psalm 16:9-11 

For so an en-| My flesh _ also 
trance shall be min-|shall rest in hope. 
istered unto you]For thou [Jehovah] 
abundantly into the] wilt not leave my 
everlasting king-|soul in hell [the 
dom of our Lordjgrave]: neither wilt 


and Saviour Jesusjthou suffer thine 
Cnrist. Holy One to see 
corruption. Thou 


wilt shew me the 
path of life: in thy 
presence is fulness 
of joy: at thy right 
hand there are 
pleasures for ever- 
more. 





Paul, too, echoed David. The latter 
had said of Jehovah in Psalm 63:3, “Be- 
cause thy lovingkindness is better than 
life, my lips shall praise thee.” Paul 
responds, “To depart, and to be with 
Christ; which is far better.” He was 
thinking of Jesus in terms such as those 
with which this Psalm opens: “O God, 
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thou art my God ... my soul thirsteth 
for thee.” 
= 7 s 


Psalm 19, in its first half, extols the 
Creator of Genesis, the Builder of the 
universe: “The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handiwork”; in its second, the God of 
Exodus, Jehovah, God of the Law: “The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul.” In the second chapter of John, 
Jesus is presented in like fashion, first 
as Creator God, who makes water into 
the fruit of the vine; secondly, as the 
Jehovah of the Temple, or Tabernacle, 
the God of Exodus. 

In Hebrews 1:8 and 12, by quotation 
from the One Hundred and Second 
Psalm (vs. 26, 27) —“They shall perish, 
but thou shalt endure ... thou art the 
same, and thy years shall have no end” 
— identification is made of Jesus with 
Jehovah, “Unto the Son he saith... 
thou art the same, and thy years shall 
not fail.” So in Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus 
Christ the sarne yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever.” 

In Psalm 119:112 the eulcgist of the 
Law says, “I have inclined my heart to 
perform thy statutes alway, even unto 
the end,” that is, of life. But at the 
close of the Psalm he acknowledges his 
failure to do this. “I have gone astray 
like a lost sheep; seek thy servant.” He 
is speaking to the Jehovah of the Twen- 
ty-third Psalm. The Good Shepherd of 
the New Testament reassures His sheep 
with the promise, “Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end.” It is the 
same Shepherd in Old and New Testa- 
ment, who is with us individually when 
we pass through the valley of death 
and with His people even to the death 
day of the present evil age. 

The Psalmist in 119: 4-6 had said, “Thou 
hast commanded us to keep thy precepts 
diligently. O that my ways were directed 
to keep thy statutes! Then shall I not 
be ashamed, when I have respect unto 
all thy commandments.” But the Law 
is hard to keep. “I will [to] keep thy 
statutes [but am unable]: O forsake me 
not utterly.” It is the cry of Paul, “For 
what I would, that do I not” (Rom. 7: 
15). Paul uses the same word, a rather 
rare word, when he breaks out with, 
“I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ.” So much greater and more 
blessed is the Gospel of Christ than the 
Law of Jehovah, for Christ is the mani- 
festation of God's power, enabling us 
to keep the Law. 

There are other intimations of salva- 
tion in the Psalms. In the First Psalm 
the opening beatitude is upon the man 
who keeps the Law and delights in it; 
in the Second Psalm, upon all who put 
their trust in the Son. 

The last of the Penitential Psalms is 
the One Hundred and Forty-third. As 
the Law had failed to the best-inten- 
tioned, so did weeping penitence also 
fail. But in this final penitential cry 


* (19) 83 


Man and Chef 
for large hristian restaurant 
Real opportunity. Inquiries strict!y 
rite Christian Business Men’s Com- 
, 902 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 


WANTED 


in Minneapolis. 
ay 
mitteo, 





97 ‘“‘Loving Songs,’’ 75 cents; 100 ‘‘Songs 
of Love and Trust, ’’ 75 cents; both for $1.25. 


Comforting, serious and sweet. 
Rev. Fred M. Waehlte 


Easy te play. 
Mulino, Oregon 











Send for a FREE copy of 


A Study in Prophecy 
A 12-page Scriptural study 


CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO ISRAEL 
Box 91 Church Street Station, New York 8, N. Y. 











WANTED by consecrated Christian man: position 


as Business or Office Manager preferably 

5 ious Crospieption. former Business Manager one 
ew York City’s foremost Churches. Accounting 
background, immediate availability, resume on request. 
WILSON, 523 Fifth Street, Brooklyn 15, N. Y. 


Biblical Prophecy 


Fulfilling... and... Unfulfilled 
By Dr. Keith L. Brooks 


This classification Of prophetic Scripture 
has been the author’s private tool for years 

. . only now put in print. Brief head- 
lines give the proper placing of each proph- 
ecy, those of greatest present interest in 
bold type. All Bible prophecy covered. The 
ideal textbook for prophetic students and 
teachers. You will count it the best half 
dollar investment you ever made. 

Only 50c per copy. Order today. Book 
Bulletin FREE. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Sta. Eagle Rock Los Angeles 41 Calif., 


HYMN STORIES 


A great help 
for Pastors, 
Sunday 
School 
Superintend- 
ents and 








ee a me 
workers 


Over 50,000 


in use! 





THE RODEHEAVER #aAtt-mack co. 


107 Ninth St., Winona Loke, Ind. 
LTS 
a NNR eR ANE TREE TR 





84 (20). 


The Kuropean 
Evangelistic 
Crusade, Inc. 


e's dying millions with the Gongs of of 
the Lord Jesus Christ through its international 
gelistic Bands. 


The’ prayers of all the readers of The Sunday School 
Times are earnestly solicited. 


Subscribe to THE GOSPEL FOR THE CONTI- 
NENT, our official missionary paper. Co-editors 
James A. Stewart, and Dr. Herbert Lockyer, 50c per year. 


Read about the early life of James Stewart. Attractive 
booklet, MY STORY, 50c postpaid. 


Write your nearest office for this booklet or 
additional literature. 


1179 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 9, N.Y. 
602 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
4 Gowan Avenue, Toronto 6, Ontario, Canada 

20 Algie Street, Glasgow, S. I., Scotland 
JAMES A. STEWART 


Founder and General Director 
Mes. R. E. Neighbour, Home Director 


ie od 
James A. Stewart 





is reaching Europe 





Preachers... 
Chaplains 


Vitalize Your Ministry with 








Engage in a re- 
newed study of the 
Word. Seven courses of- 
fered , . . Practical Use of the 
Greek New Testament, Modern Apolo- 
getics, Expository Homiletics, The Minis- 
ter and Radio, Great Christian Classics, 
Current Trends in Theology, The Life 
.and Opportunities of the Pastor. 


Tuition free. Enrollment limited to fifty. 


Churches—send your 
pastor for three. weeks . of 
inspiring study. Your church 
will reap the benefits. 


FROM APRIL 23 TO MAY 10. Three 
weeks immediately following Easter 
{only two Sundays away from your 
work). 


Graouate SCHOOL FOR PREACHERS. 


i; Write for booklet describing Post- 
\ Address Dept. § 1039 


We OCU i sitte watitud UAL 


153 INSTITUTE PLACE + CHICAGO 10 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a word of hope, a foregleam of justifi- 


cation by faith. 

Psalm 143 
Enter not into 
judgment with thy 
servant: for in thy 
sight shall no man 


Romans 3 
Therefore by the 
deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh 
be justified in his 


living be justified 
(v. 2). 


Lead me into the 
land of uprightness. 
Quicken me, O 
Lord, for thy name’s 
sake: -for thy right- 


sight (v. 20). 


The answer to 
this prayer is found 
in Romans 3:21, 22, 
25: 


4 But now the 
cousness sake, righteousness of 
bring my soul out God without the 
of trouble (vs. 10, law is manifest- 
11). ed even the 

righteousness of 
God which is by 
faith of Jesus 
Christ. . . whom 


God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation 
through faith in his 
blood, to declare his 
righteousness for 
the remission of 
sins. 


1 
For Family Worship 


By Ermest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
February 4 to 10 

Mon.—Numbers 11:10-17. Sharing Burdens. 

Prayer Succestions: “I will take of 
the spirit which is upon thee, and will 
put it upon them.” One work horse 
knows how another feels. Christians 
sympathize with Christians. But whether 
they do so or not God never fails to 
feel for His own. His ear and heart are 
open. More troubles are solved by 
prayer than by. parading our troubles 
before people. Pray that you may be 
quick to tell the Lord all about your 
troubles and your appreciation. 
Tues.—Deuteronomy 8:1-6. 
Teaching Dependence Upon God’s Providence. 

PraYER SuGGEsTIONS: “As a man chas- 
teneth his son, so the Lord thy God 
chasteneth thee.” God will not have a 
spoiled child. He remembers us although 
we oft forget Him. The rod of discipline 
makes us wise and penitent while it 
makes us smart. Obey His holy Word 
or you will feel His heavy hand. “Oft 
we learn with faces wet the lessons that 
we oft forget” (Havergal). An early 
whipping saves many from later mis- 
eries. Pray for escape’ from every sor- 
row God does not want you to endure, 
and for grace to endure every affliction 
sent as @ cure. 
Wed.—Proverbs 3:11-18. 

Chastening and Understanding. 

Prayer Succestions: “Whom the Lord 

loveth he correcteth.” Divine instruc- 
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tion attends divine chastisement. We 
learn better in pain than in pleasure. 
Character, like an exposed photographic 
plate, requires a dark room for its de- 
velopment. Reverence and understand- 
ing are fruits of affliction. The horse 
that won’t obey the master’s voice must 
feel the master’s whip. Pray that you 
may be quick to learn the lessons God 
is teaching you in the trials of life. 
Thurs.—Isaiah 12:1-6, 
Thanksgiving for God’s Mercies, 
Prayer Sucacestions: “The Lord... 
hath done excellent things: this is 
known in all the earth.” The Book of 
God’s mercies has many pages. “He only 
doeth wondrous things.” And He hath 
made His wonderful works to be remem- 
bered. But gratitude, like leap year, 
appears only now and then. What the 
eye sees of them cannot be told by the 
tongue. Pray that you may always have 
a thankful heart, and a good memory 
for His manifold mercies. 
Fri.—Hebrews 12:3-13. 
The’ Meaning of Suffering. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth.” God will 
have no spoiled sons and daughters. As 
a blind horse needs a tight rein, so God’s 
children must be kept back by affliction 
from presumptuous sins. Better have 
the correctional strokes of God now than 
later on. God’s chastisements are all 
love-presents. Pray for faith that will 
not murmur beneath God’s corrections. 
Sat.—1 Thessalonians 5:12-22. 
Discipline Within the Chureh. 
Prayer SuGGESTIONS: “Warn them that 
are unruly.” Ministers who would do 
the work of God truly must warn the 
unruly. Reproof and correction are the 
least wanted teachings of Scripture. But 
if these are withheld, blessing will be 
denied. The main problem in filling 
a church with sinners is that of getting 
Christians to confess and forsake their 
misdeeds. As a ferret drives a rabbit 
out of his den, so God’s truth, applied 
to conscience, makes for hasty and right 
action on the part of Christians. Pray 
for a great and new boldness to possess 
our pastors: for direct exhortation will 
do more to bless the church than a thou- 
sand impractical dissertations. 
Sun.—2 Chronicles 6:26-31, 
A Prayer of Dedication, 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Hear thou 
from heaven.” Solomon’s prayer of 
dedication reached the ear of God, 
else how would it have been so well 
preserved for us? Your prayer of 
self-dedication and that of your gifts 
also, if sincere, will be heard in 
Heaven. Make what you do better 
than what you say. Prayers coupled 
with practice are the best prayers. 
Always let the uplook be coupled 
with outreach to God and others. 
Pray that your praying may be more 
and more within the circle of God’s 
will for yourself and for others. 
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